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School Captains Caitlin Love and Matthew Holloman along with Ms Buchanan,
Ms Aniello and Year 10 student Charlotte Wiltshire represented Hunters Hill High
School at the recent Hunters Hill Council ANZAC Day Service

DATES TO REMEMBER
May 16

May 17

P&C Meeting

Year 11 and Year 12 Parent/Teacher
Evening

Years 7 and Year 8 Half Yearly
Assessments (May 16 – 19)
May 18

May 20

Zone Cross Country

Athletics Carnival

May 23 – 27

June 2

Year 9 and Year 10 Half Yearly
Assessments

Year 8 and Year 10 Subject Selection
Evening (6 – 8pm)

Don't Be Late!
Hunters Hill High School Bell Times
Morning Warning Bells - 8.30am & 8.44am
Assembly/Roll Call Bell - 8.48am

CONTACT US
Reiby Road, Hunters Hill NSW 2110
PH: 9817 4565 / 9817 4785 Fax: 9816 3297
Email: huntershd-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au
Web: www.huntershd-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au
Follow us on Twitter @HuntersHill HS

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Welcome to the new term! Students and staff, having enjoyed a good break, are refreshed
and keen for a very productive term. It is a very busy term so ensure that you are familiar with
the school calendar and your children establish healthy and helpful habits so they negotiate
the term’s challenges effectively. These challenges include Half Yearly Assessments and
Exams for Years 7-10 and NAPLAN for Years 7 and 9. Assessments, tests and NAPLAN provide
valuable feedback to students and parents as well as assisting teachers in their programming
and teaching.
Whilst Hunters Hill High School (HHHS) teachers concentrated on exploring and utilising HSC
data during this term’s School Development Day, I was pleased that Lane Cove West Public
School (LCWPS) staff used our commercial kitchen during their School Development Day for
a team building exercise. Our strong partnership with our primary schools span many years,
so it was a privilege to share this wonderful facility with LCWPS; also, our Hospitality teacher
enjoyed the beautiful flowers from Principal Judy Doherty. Thank you Judy and LCWPS!
HHHS will host next term’s School Development Day for all schools – primary and secondary –
in the Lane Cove River Alliance of Schools. Teachers on this day will concentrate on Gifted
and Talented Education and curriculum differentiation. Fortunately, our site and facilities can
accommodate the 400 teachers and various activities scheduled for the day. There’s a great
deal of organisation to be finalised; however, the day will provide an opportunity to work
with our colleagues beyond our school community for the benefit of our students.
A new timetable commenced with the commencement of the term. Due to the new
timetable and a couple of staff changes, for some students for some subjects, there may be
a change of teacher this term.
Last term, the school had the opportunity to convene two selection panels: one for a Maths
position and one for an English/Drama position. I’m delighted to announce that Ms Ruth
Simpson was successful and has been appointed to the permanent English/Drama position.
As you know, during our HT CAPA’s leave, Ruth has been relieving as HT CAPA. Further, I
would like to welcome Nadine Wild who was selected to fill the permanent Maths position.
My thanks to those involved in these Merit Selection Panels, particularly to our parent
representatives on these panels.
This term, Ms Michelle Chiew-Meldrum has returned from leave and joined the Senior
Executive Team as Relieving Deputy Principal. This term, Mr Louis McIntyre, who has worked
as Ms Brierty’s assistant throughout the year, takes full responsibility for Year 7 as their Year
Advisor as Ms Brierty commences her Maternity Leave.
Whilst I am always proud of our students, their achievements and commitment to
community, our recent ANZAC Service highlighted our students respect and regard for
community and service. Led by Head Teacher Pam Buchanan and the HSIE Faculty, our
school captains and Year 10 student Charlotte Wiltshire, as well as our back-stage team, the
ceremony was solemn and dignified as was the response of our entire school community.

I’m pleased to announce that our school has been selected to take part in Department of
Education (DoE) research. The research is taking place to understand what our school and
wider community wants from and thinks about our school. Our parents’ opinions of the
school, including what parents think the school does well and what is not so good, is an
important component of this research. The results of the research will be used to help
improve communication and satisfaction with our school.
If you are a parent of a Year 7 or 8 student, I would appreciate and value your involvement
in this research. To this end, a group discussion, which will take approximately one hour, will
be held at HHHS on Wednesday, June 1 at 6pm.
If you are interested in participating, please ring School Reception on 9817 4565 or email the
school. Please indicate your willingness to particulate by Monday May 23, 2016.
Throughout the state, in both primary and secondary schools, students are benefiting from
Resource Allocation Model (RAM) funding which is informed by the recent Gonski research.
As you know, the findings of this comprehensive research indicated that funding to schools
should be based on student need; RAM funding reflects this imperative.
Under the leadership of Learning and Support Teacher, Jess Austin, teachers and our SLSOs –
one of whom, Ms Jess De Santis, is a qualified primary teacher - identify students and
develop programs and timetables to support our students. These programs assist teachers to
differentiate the curriculum, extend and develop their pedagogy and provide individual
support for students so they are able to access their learning.
Further to these RAM-funded programs, under the leadership and guidance of our
International Students Co-ordinator, Ruth Simpson, we have programs in place for our
international students. We are fortunate to have Ms Emily Neems on this team who is both a
qualified Maths teacher and fluent Mandarin speaker.
Come along to the P&C Meeting (May 16 at 7pm in the Staff Common Room) to learn more
about the way in which this team operates and the outcomes for all Hunters Hill High
students.

J. M. Felton

Deputy Report
Firstly, I’d like to extend my congratulations to our students and staff for a wonderful Cross Country Carnival on
Friday 29th April. It was a wonderful spectacle to see so many students conquering the challenging course.
It is my pleasure to advise the school community of the permanent appointment of Ms Ruth Simpson to the CAPA
Faculty. Ruth succeeded at a recent merit selection panel. Congratulations Ruth, welcome to our school as a
permanent member of staff.
In further staffing news, it’s great to welcome back Ms Chiew-Meldrum from her maternity leave. I’m looking
forward to working with Ms Chiew-Meldrum as she assumes a Relieving Deputy Principal role.
Following the examination periods for Years 11 & 12, parents should expect Half Yearly Reports to be mailed home
in the coming weeks. Please make time to discuss your child's progress with them and set goals for the coming
terms. A reminder that the Half Yearly Examination period for other years is as follows:
Year 7 & 8 - Monday 16th May to Thursday 19th May.
Year 9 & 10 - Monday 23rd May to Friday 27th May.
A further reminder that the HSC examination timetable is now available from the BOSTES website. I encourage all
HSC students to log onto Schools Online and download their personalised copy.
I’m pleased to announce some big improvements in school infrastructure. Over the past few months the school
has seen the following improvements:
- Air Conditioning installed throughout the top floor of K Block (8 classrooms) - $35,000
- Purchase of four 70 inch active panel monitors for classrooms. These technologically advanced teaching
tools will be accessible by all faculties - $30,000
- A total upgrade of computer room 113, including 25 new top spec desktops - $23,000
- An additional 15 Chromebooks for the Science Faculty - $4,500
- $20,000 towards our Industrial Arts ‘Technology Hub’. This money will go towards the purchase of
computers, 3D printers and a power Anchor. The Technology Hub is designed to promote Engineering,
Robotics and general classroom innovation throughout our curriculum
These improvements would not be possible without the fundraising efforts of our P&C. Equally important is the P&C
contribution paid by families as part of their general school contributions. These funds go directly to school
improvements for your children. I encourage all families to pay their P&C contributions to enable further
infrastructure improvements.
Further to these purchases, HHHS has funded the following projects:
- Individual laptops for every staff member - $40,000
- Re-signing throughout the school, including all Blocks and Classrooms - $6,800
- Annual tree assessment and maintenance - $22,000
- Installation of lighting at the top of the school to assist night access - $2,000
Several other improvement projects are on the cards for Term 2. I will update everyone in the next edition of
Figtree.
A few more points worth mentioning:
- All timetables are now available from our website and App. I encourage all students to keep a screenshot
of their timetable.
- Our Athletics Carnival will take place on Friday 20th May. Parents are welcome to visit and watch your
children participate. Please remember to sign in Parent Reception.
- If you haven’t had the chance to view the beautiful drone footage of our school, please visit:
http://bit.ly/hhhsdrone
Finally, it was my pleasure to coach our Under 14 Boys Rugby League Team at the recent Braith Anasta
Nines competition at Centennial Park. We narrowly missed the semi-finals of this tournament.
Congratulations to all team members on a great effort.

Mr Josh Gane – R/Deputy Principal

Deputy Principal
In 2015, the School Excellence Framework (SEF) and a new cycle of school planning, self-assessment and
reporting were introduced into NSW public schools to help in their pursuit of excellence and provision of
high-quality educational opportunities for each and every child. The SEF supports schools in their pursuit of
excellence by describing 14 elements across three key domains of education: Learning, Teaching and
Leading.
The SEF is designed to help Hunters Hill High identify our areas of strengths and plan strategies for
improvement. Each year, we will self-assess current practices against this framework using different types of
evidence that has been gathered throughout the year, allowing us to reflect on our achievements and
what progress we have made in the framework elements, as well as plan for the future.
Additionally, we report on the achievements of our three strategic directions: student engagement and
achievement; building capacity and transition in the Annual School Report (ASR). The ASR provides a record
for the school community, and the public school system as a whole, of our school’s progress towards
achieving excellence. It effectively connects planning and self-assessment to identify and inform the
ongoing stages of the school’s improvement efforts.
Over a five year cycle, each school will participate in an external validation process in which schools will
have their self-assessments validated against the SEF by an external panel. This year, Hunters Hill High will be
undertaking the External Validation process and we will be required to provide evidence to support our
judgement of our achievement in the 14 elements of the SEF.
Internally, we will also be conducting regular reviews of different key learning areas across the school. This
term, we are reviewing the Science faculty and would like parents to complete a survey to provide us with
your perspective on the teaching of Science at our school. This survey will be available on our website
between 16th May and 27th May.

Michelle Chiew-Meldrum
R/Deputy Principal

New Timetable
As was indicated in last term’s Skoolbag notifications, a new timetable was introduced as of
Day 1, Term 2, 2016.
This new timetable was necessary due to staffing changes and changes in student numbers.
No student has had a change in the pattern of courses undertaken; however, the timing of
lessons will change substantially and some classes may experience a change of teacher.
Every effort has been made to minimise the extent of these changes.

Michael Murphy
Deputy Principal

P&C REPORT
The P&C AGM was held on March 21st and the following office bearers were elected:
President
Vice Presidents
Secretary
Treasurer
Executive Members

Margaret Schnitzler
Joseph Battaglia, Mitch Kirkman
Sharon Flanagan
Ann O’Connell
Deborah Slack, Peter Russell

Subcommittee Conveners were also elected for the following groups:
Bands
Dance
Environment
Canteen
Uniform
Fundraising and Marketing
Year 12 Yearbook

Mitch Kirkman, Katrina Nash, Jenny Nylund
Delphine Davies
Neil Hopkins
Katrina Nash
Jacqueline Crompton
Peter Russell
Lillian Warren

The budget for the year ahead was also discussed and expenditure of approximately $100,000 was
approved for new items including:
•
•
•
•
•
•

4 Touch screen panels for classroom use
15 Chromebooks for the Science faculty
Technology hub revamp
25 new computers and printer upgrades in the computer room
Air-conditioning for classrooms on the top floor of K block
Purchase of new scores for the music groups

It is very pleasing that the P&C is able to support the school in this way and I would like to thank all those
who contribute by paying their P&C contributions as well as supporting our fundraising efforts and
volunteering their time and energy. It really does make a difference to the students and staff! There are
many more areas in which we can provide help and I look forward to seeing many parents at our next
meeting on May 16th at 7pm (preceded by tea and coffee from 6.30)

Margaret Schnitzler
President, Hunters Hill High School P&C Association

Food for Thought
When it comes to money, Gonski opposition doesn’t add up
Jane Caro
Published: April 10, 2016 - 9:00PM
The voters love Gonski. Astonishingly, every
educational sector – public, Catholic and
Independent – are also in favour. Labor, the
Greens, most cross benchers, all state governments
(except WA) are gung ho for Gonski. Teachers,
principals, parents, teacher-educators, education
researchers and unions are passionate about the
scheme.
It seems the only people opposed are the federal
LNP and a few right wing think tanks. So adamant is
their opposition they are refusing to fund the last two
years of the scheme although, as yet, we have not
heard what they propose instead. There was a
moment when it looked like they might be about to
dump public education on the states and keep
private schools for themselves, but that idea
appears to have evaporated (phew!). The pressure
on them to change their minds is intense and Labor
cannot contain their glee at the prospect of a
looming election fought over Gonski funding.
Which begs the question, why is our federal
government so against the idea?
The most frequently used argument against Gonski
is that we can't afford it. The Treasurer often
expresses this by saying the scheme is "unfunded".
On one level, the federal government is right.
Gonski is more expensive than it needs to be, but
that is only because Julia Gillard tied the review
committee's hands right from the start by decreeing
no school would lose a dollar. Gonski is more
expensive than it otherwise would be because it
must continue to fund highly resourced schools at
current levels even though, by rights, its needsbased formula would redistribute public money
away from wealthier schools towards poorer ones.
In other words, the federal LNP is using the cost of
publicly funding wealthy schools to justify not
adequately funding poor schools.

This may explain why they quickly move from the
"we can't afford it" argument to the "anyway money
doesn't make any difference" argument.
Unfortunately this has an even more obvious flaw.
If money doesn't make any difference to educational
outcomes why the resistance to taking any public
funding at all away from some of the wealthiest
schools in Australia?
Just this week, St Catherine's School in Sydney has
won the right to build a $63 million aquatic centre,
auditorium, research facility and multi-purpose hall
over the protestations of its neighbours. This school
charges fees of more than $27,000 a year and
received more than $5 million in public funding in
2014. Scots College, which charges $30,000 a year
in fees and received $6.3 million in public funding in
2014, made a profit last year of $3.5 million (well,
one can see how they would). Yet hardly anyone
ever suggests removing a dollar in public money
from schools like these.
Is the federal government really arguing that money
only makes an educational difference to wealthy
kids but has absolutely no effect on poor ones?
Education Minister Simon Birmingham has offered
"proof" that money doesn't make a difference by
arguing that some schools have seen their results
improve while their funding declined. Education
experts were quick to demolish his evidence as
"flimsy". Indeed, for schools that are already wellresourced a small funding cut probably would make
no difference. I strongly doubt the loss of an aquatic
centre, fly-tower or orchestra pit at St Catherine's
would send their girls into an academic tailspin.
When you put more money into schools that are
inadequately resourced you are much more likely to
see it make a real difference than when you merely
top up the already over-flowing coffers of schools
teaching kids who are already doing well. That –

dear guardians of the public purse – is where the
waste is. For a better return on investment we need
to invest more wisely – hence, in fact, Gonski.
As for the federal Coalition's preferred "solutions" to
the six-year gap between our highest and lowest
achievers – namely "improving teacher quality" and
"school autonomy" – both are also flawed.
First, I await with interest suggestions on how to
improve teacher quality (let's put aside for a moment
how insulting the very term is to our current crop of
teachers) without it costing more money.
Second, Australia has undertaken a perfect
controlled experiment on school autonomy over the
past 20 years. Since Jeff Kennett, Victoria has had
one of the most devolved (aka autonomous) public
school systems in the OECD. NSW has one of the
most centralised. Is there an enormous difference
between student achievement in NSW and Victoria?
There is not. After 20 years, if school autonomy
helped, surely we would have seen some evidence
by now?
So why do the Feds still oppose Gonski? My guess
is politics, ideology and, yes, class warfare – but as
billionaire Warren Buffet famously said "There's
class warfare, all right, but its my class, the rich
class, that's making war, and we're winning."
Jane Caro is a novelist and social commentator
and co-author (with Chris Bonnor) of What
Makes a Good School.
This story was found
at: http://www.smh.com.au/comment/when-itcomes-to-money-gonski-opposition-doesn8217tadd-up-20160410-go2swf.html

ATTENTION!!
Thank you to parents who have paid School, Subject and P&C Contributions.
Particular thanks to parents who have donated to the Building Fund – don’t forget this is tax
deductible.
Parents who are yet to meet these financial responsibilities, please address this matter ASAP.
Please contact the school (in confidence) if financial assistance is required.

2016

ANZAC Day 2016
On the 28th April Hunters Hill High School commemorated ANZAC Day with a whole school
assembly. 2016 is another major year of ANZAC commemorations, marking the 100th anniversary
of the Battles of Fromelles and Pozieres, as well as the centenary of the first ANZAC services, and
the 50th anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan.
Our proceedings commenced with the National Anthem sung by Vice Captain, Christallo
Dimons, accompanied by School Captain Matthew Hollomon. This was followed by a visual
presentation that poignantly tied the importance of the sacrifices of our ANZACS and the lasting
impact on modern Australia. Further, members of the Hunters Hill High School community shared
photographs and memories of their families to highlight the personal links between the ANZAC
legend and the people we know and respect in the local community today. The school
leadership team then delivered reflections on the ongoing significance of ANZAC Day, before
vice-captain Jake Jamieson delivered the Ode. Charlotte Wiltshire played the Last Post and
Reveille, interspersed by one minute of silence. Students showed their utmost respect for the
duration of the assembly.
Thanks go to Ms Pamela Buchanan, Ms Theresa Aniello, Mr William Wong and Mr Adam Skinner
for their contributions to the organisation of the assembly that marked this solemn and significant
occasion.

Jess Austin
Learning and Support/ESL Teacher

A photograph of Mr Skinner’s
grandfather, Neville Graham was
included in the visual presentation at the
ceremony.

HHHS P&C UNIFORM SHOP
Tuesday 8.00am - 9.00am
Thursday 8.00am - 9.00am
during terms
K Block First Floor
uniformshhhs@gmail.com

Student Representative Council Report
With the New Year came a new SRC committee filled with bright and talented individuals
from within our school community. Their help and contribution have been pivotal to many
events that have already occurred. We’d like to welcome our newest Year 7 members:
Myles Colman, Ferghus Middlemiss, Isabella De Vries and Phoebe Mc Clelland.
Chinese New Year – Year of the Monkey
One of our initial projects this year was the celebration of Chinese New Year. This event was
a mufti day aimed at promoting multiculturalism within the school community through the
incorporation of the traditions of many of our International students.
The day was opened by two of our SRC international student representatives, Connie Zhang
and Abigail Aguilar, who spoke about the meaning of the day. This was followed by a
mysterious dragon dance that may or may not have been performed by School Captain
Matthew Hollomon and Fergus Marshall.
During the performance, students were given wish cards in which they could write their
ambitions and goals for the year, to be then placed in a red envelope until next year. This
was followed by lunchtime food stalls, with food supplied by Lane Cove Chinese Kitchen, a
business owned by the parents of Henry and Oscar Chen. This day was extremely successful,
raising $900 and awareness of the beautiful diversity within our school.
Thank you to Ms Simpson for her collaboration with the SRC on this fun filled day!
Annual Blood Drive
The SRC also organised a blood drive where a small group of senior students participated in
the donation of blood at the Chatswood Red Cross Centre. The students involved included:
Christallo Dimos, Kaitlin Love, Jake Jamieson, Amelia Wenderska, Alice Perkes, Connie Zhang,
Matthew Gray and Isaac Wallis. This has become an annual event for the school and we are
now committed to increasing our donations, starting a tally that will go towards our school
saving lives in the coming years.
Christallo Dimos said about this event, “It was really fun to donate blood. The needles were
definitely not scary and the outcome of giving blood, knowing it’s going to help people, is
extremely rewarding. The milkshakes were a helpful incentive.” We hope to have a repeat
of the success of this event in 2017.
World’s Greatest Shave
Most recently the SRC has supported three senior students; Tom Gnaden, Zakk Utsunomiya
and Sam Cole in their fundraising for the Leukaemia Foundation. They are committed to the
World’s Greatest Shave in September and will be losing their locks in support of this worthy
cause. The SRC determined that the funds raised at HHHS’s cross country BBQ would go
towards the boys’ efforts. On the day the three boys hosted the BBQ with the dedicated
support of many junior SRC members and raised over $600 towards their team’s target. If
you’d like to donate, go to worldsgreatestshave.com and search for the boys’ team
“oldmates”. Congratulations and thanks to all who contributed!
We have many ideas in the pipeline for 2016 and are always willing to consider initiatives.
Please see your year group representatives if you have any suggestions for 2016’s Student
Representative Council.

By Matthew Hollomon and Christallo Dimos

Cross Country BBQ

Year 12 students at the
Blood Bank

Discover Hunters Hill High
School’s Jazz Ensemble
Hunters Hill High School’s Jazz ensemble will be
performing at the Hunters Hill Art Exhibition on
Sunday May 15th, 3:15pm. The Discover Hunters
Hill Festival runs from 6th to the 15th of May 2016
and displays the highlights of Hunters Hill for the
public to come and enjoy.
There is no better time to discover all that Hunters Hill has to offer than during the annual
Exhibition. The Hunters Hill Art Exhibition brings together a rich diversity of artistic styles. With
350 original Australian art works you are sure to find an art work that captivates and inspires
you. If you have time to come and support our young ensemble, I am sure they would love
to see some familiar faces there. Discover the full program here: www.huntershillart.com

City Country Alliance Conference – 16th-18th
March 2016
The City Country Alliance of Schools aims to connect a crosssection of cultural, religious, geographical and socioeconomic school communities in NSW, with a goal to
facilitate educational interactions that helps build a society
that is cohesive and mutually respectful of all cultures.
Hunters Hill High School was represented at the 2016 City
Country Alliance Conference by Mr Michael Murphy, Mr
Michael Walkom and Mr Adam Skinner. The conference was
jointly hosted by Wiley Park Girls High School and Masada
College St Ives.
Hunters Hill HS joined the City Country Alliance in 2015 and is partnered with Coomealla High
School. Coomealla HS is in the far west NSW town of Dareton, near the Victorian border and
on the fringes of Mungo National Park. HHHS staff members have worked to establish a
relationship with Coomealla HS staff and students as a precursor to city/country exchange
visits. Mr Bruce’s Chemistry students have hosted a video conference with Commealla’s
Physics and Chemistry teacher in the school’s multimedia room. HHHS are planning on visiting
far western NSW in Term 3 2016, building on relationships established in 2015 by Ms Julia Brierty
and Mr Walkom.
The 2016 conference was opened by student performers from Wiley Park Girls High School
and Greenacre Public School. Keynote Speakers included Dr Tim Soutphommasane, Race
Discrimination Commissioner of the Australian Human Rights Commission, and Professor Kevin
Dunn and Dr Virginia Mapedzahama from Western Sydney University. Conference delegates
also heard from Riverside Girls High School, Balgowlah Boys High School and Northern
Beaches Secondary College Cromer Campus about their City Country Alliance visits to
communities in far western NSW. The first day of the conference concluded with a visit to
Lakemba Mosque and an afternoon tea hosted by the Lebanese Muslim Association.
Day two of the conference took place at Masada College in St Ives. Masada College is a
co-educational Jewish day school. Professor Colin Tatz from ANU delivered a talk on his
experiences with racism growing up in South Africa before moving to Australia. Mr Jihad Dib,
Member for Lakemba, and Mr Jonathan O’Dea, Member for Davidson, represented the NSW
Parliament. Mr Dib delivered an address about the qualities and resilience of the Punchbowl
and Lakemba communities before Masada students spoke about their lives in a Jewish
school. The conference concluded with a tour of Masada College’s synagogue.
The 2016 conference was a valuable opportunity for school delegates to come together and
share the stories of their schools and their communities. Any students or parents interested in
the visit to Coomealla HS and far wester NSW should contact Mr Walkom.

Adam Skinner

Gifted Talented Selection Test
Test results have arrived from the Australian Council of Educational Research. These tests are
used to determine which students enter our Navigate Gifted and Talented classes in 2017.
The school will be making first round offers to the selected students later this year.
The results will be sent via email to all test participants.
I would like to thank Ms Hay, Ms Goulousis, Ms Thompson, Ms Bernardi and Mr Aubusson for
their assistance with the organisation of these tests.

Mr Walkom

2016 Cross Country Carnival
Congratulations to Hunters Hill High on another outstanding performance in the 2016 School
Cross Country Carnival.
Age champions on the day:
12 Year Girl – Emily Duffy

12 Year Boy – Della Paita

13 Year Girl – Tiana Vicary

13 Year Boy – Joshua Dickson

14 Year Girl – Brianna Gray

14 Year Boy – Curtis Kingsmill

15 Year Girl – Astrid Kingsmill

15 Year Boy – Andrian McGuigan

16 Year Girl – Heather Service

16 Year Boy – Scott Hansford

17 Year Girl – Alice Perkes

17 Year Boy – Harrison Hansford

The day saw Carrington taking out the win on 183 points followed by, Ferguson on 177 points,
Rawson on 143 points and Napier on 119 points - An exceptional effort from all four houses!
Points were accumulated for participation as well as first, second and third place
achievement.
The top ten students from each gender and age group will compete at the Zone Carnival.
The 2016 Zone Cross Country Carnival will be held on Wednesday the 18th May at Timbrell
Park, Five Dock.
Good luck to all students competing.

Ms Riviera

Year 7 2016 News
Year 7 students have had a wonderful start to the year and to their high school experience.
They have now settled into the school routine and are participating in a range of school
activities; academic competitions, chess club, preparing for Variety Night and sporting
competitions, to name a few.
I have had a lovely term getting to know the students and helping them with their transition
to high school. However, I am about to go on maternity leave, which means that I have
handed over the Year Advisor role to Mr Louis McIntyre. He has worked alongside me as
Assistant Year Advisor during Term 4 orientation last year and all of Term 1. I thank him for
taking on this role and know that Year 7 are in good hands.
Please direct all Year Advisor queries for Year 7 to Mr Louis McIntyre.

Julia Brierty

FACULTY NEWS
Maths Matters
The Maths Faculty hopes everyone had a safe and happy holiday after a very long and busy
term. We have been working on developing students’ organisational and study skills in
Mathematics this term and have recently assessed student books. All students in Years 7 to 10
should have two books for maths: a Reference Book in which they write their theory notes,
and a Work Book in which they complete all homework. All work needs to have headings
and be dated. This assists students when it comes time to study for tests and exams. Students
need to ensure they complete all homework in a timely fashion, and if they are having
difficulties with the work we encourage them to seek help, either from their class teacher,
Head Teacher or by attending the Numeracy Centre. Asking for help when it is required is an
important skill for students to develop, and will enable students to develop confidence in the
subject and progress in mathematics at a faster rate.

NUMERACY CENTRE
The Numeracy Centre (Room 408) is open Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday lunchtimes
and is staffed by a Maths teacher who is available to help students in a relaxed and friendly
atmosphere. Students are encouraged to attend to seek help with any difficulties they may
have with their maths work, to complete their maths homework if they are unable to do so at
home, and to revise for exams. Students may eat their lunch in the Numeracy Centre while
they work. Additionally, if students are absent for a class test or exam, they should report to
the Numeracy Centre on the first day of their return to school to complete the test.

Susan Turnbull
Head Teacher

Library
Term Two has been action-packed in the library, with 11 library monitors now on board to help keep
the library running. These students, from Years 8 - 10, have been demonstrating leadership as they
volunteer their lunchtimes to learn new skills and contribute to Hunters Hill High School’s library
community.
This year’s Open Day was a huge success as future students embarked on a treasure hunt through
the library to see what learning resources our school has to offer. The library was decked out for our
guests with Star Wars and Shakespeare displays, along with student author Alexander Galati who
presented his novel Amadon’s Outside, which is also available to borrow from the library.
Hunter Hill High’s library has now rolled out the state-wide Oliver library system. Bringing our library into
the 21st century, Oliver is a learning powerhouse, capable of managing the 40 million resources
located in NSW school libraries. Students can now access resources and information from other
institutions and libraries. Teachers can now create resource lists for specific subjects and assessments.
Students can visit Mr Stewart to find out more about the Oliver system, and how it can help in their
studies.
Term Two will also see the kick off of our 3rd Annual Hunters Hill High School Chess Tournament. Some
of the school’s most strategic thinkers will go head-to-head on the chessboard, with 11 students set
to compete in the senior competition and 16 students competing in the junior competition. Good
luck to all students involved. Stay tuned for the announcement of this year’s winners.

B Stewart
Teacher Librarian

Careers Corner
Year 12

Term 2 is a big term for our Year 12 students as they edge closer to the HSC. This term the
students will be involved in a number of activities that will assist them in deciding their future
pathway.
Firstly, the Year 12 students will be accessing their BOSTES Students Online accounts. This
account will help them keep track of their enrolments and also provide them with vital
information such as: HSC timetable; HSC Rules & Procedures; resources to help in preparing
for exams; and HSC results.
Another activity that the Year 12 students will be involved in is the 2016 Western Sydney
Careers Expo, held at Sydney Olympic Park. This is an event where Universities, TAFE’s, industry
experts and HSC advisors provide students with necessary information on possible pathways.

Year 11

The Year 11 Work Studies class will be preparing their annual School to Work activity. In years
gone by, the class has created a bacon & egg stall and more recently a toasted sandwich
stall. The purpose of this program is to provide students with a better understanding of what it
is like to organise, plan and work in a particular industry. This program is student-driven and
helps build character and initiative. Stay tuned for this year’s activity.

Year 10

In the final week of this term, the entire Year 10 cohort will be involved in the school’s Work
Experience Week. So far this year, Year 10 has been researching possible placements, during
their Careers Classes. They have been provided with the necessary skills to approach Work
Placements and interact with people in the working world. Each year, the students of Hunters
Hill High School have represented the school with integrity, with many Work Experience
supervisors complimenting the students on their work ethic.

Whole School

Lastly, students are encouraged to check the noticeboards located out the front of Room
216 and in the study room of the library for any advertisements for open days, seminars or job
opportunities.

Daniel Kovacic
Careers Advisor

“BEYOND THE BELL”
Mondays from 3:15pm – 4:30pm
in the Library
“Beyond the Bell” provides a positive
study environment for students and promotes effective time management
and organisation.
AFTERNOON TEA PROVIDED!
All students are welcome to attend!
This homework club is run and supervised
by Hunters Hill High School teachers…
and is FREE to Hunters Hill High School students.
IMPORTANT: Please complete the necessary permission note and return to
student administration.

Tanken Centre Visits
During Term One Year 10 Elective and 8T Japanese students have had the opportunity to
visit the Nihongo Tanken Centre (Japanese Immersion Centre) at Kirrawee High School.
The Tanken Centre is a purpose-built, traditional Japanese house, complete with a state
of the art computer room. There the students participated in a variety of language
games and computer activities. For example, the students played ‘Twister’, entirely in
Japanese!
We all enjoyed a delicious obentoo lunch in the garden at the Centre. The students
displayed a wonderful appreciation of this unique experience and their language skills
rose to the challenges provided by these new stimuli.
8P, 8S, 8O and 8R Japanese will be visiting the Centre in Term Two. Year 12 Continuers will
visit in Term Three.

Ms. C. Talbot
(Teacher LOTE Japanese)

Raising Your Child in a
Digital World

WHAT MODERN PARENTS REALLY NEED TO KNOW
In this 60-minute seminar (plus Q and A time) Dr Kristy arms parents with:
// The seven essential building blocks for thriving in a digital world (so you can have peace-of-mind that your
child’s tech habits are healthy and helpful and won’t harm your little one);
// Information about how technology can either help or harm each of the seven essential building blocks (you’ll
be armed with research-based information so you can feel confident about your digital decisions and know
how to separate fact from fiction when it comes to kids and technology).;
// Practical and simple strategies to use everyday technologies like TVs, touchscreen devices and video games
in ways that are aligned with young children’s developmental needs (you can finally eradicate your technoguilt and confusion once and for all);
// Healthy technology habits that young children need to develop (so that their health, learning and wellbeing
is supported in a digital age).

About
Dr Kristy

Dr. Kristy upcoming
Event:
Date: Friday 27th May 2016
Time: 6:00PM to 7:30PM

Dr Kristy Goodwin is a leading children’s technology and
development expert (and mum!). She helps parents ditch the
techno guilt and raise happy, healthy kids who thrive online and
offline. Kristy takes the guesswork and guilt out of raising kids in
the digital age by translating the latest research into practical and
digestible information, tips, and tricks for parents so that they can
feel confident and assured that they’re raising healthy, happy and
balanced kids in the digital age.

Event presented
by:

Location: Ryedale Room,
Ryde Eastwood Leagues Club,
117 Ryedale Road West Ryde
RSVP: 20th May 2016
Email: events@rydefss.ngo.
org.au

Phone: 9334 0111
Childcare: Available
Bookings essential
Parking: Undercover parking
available
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Month

Week

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
27
All Students Return
HSC timetable
released
4
Art Express Yr11&12

28
Anzac Day
Service

29
Cross Country

5

11
NAPLAN Yrs 7 & 9
Year 8S Tanken

12
NAPLAN Yrs 7&9

6
Cross Country (Wet
Weather)
P&C Working Bee
7/5 – (Postponed)
13

18
Zone Cross Country

19

25
Zone Cross country
(Wet Weather)

26

27
Athletics Carnival
(Wet Weather)

31

1

2
8 & 10 Subject
Selection Evening
(6pm – 8pm)
9
Year 8O Tanken

3

April

1A

25
Anzac Day

26
School
Development Day

May

2B

2
Year 8P Tanken

3
Grade Winter Sport
begins

May

3A

9
National Volunteer
Week

10
NAPLAN Yrs 7 & 9

May

4B

16
Yrs 7 & 8 Half
Yearly Assessment
P & C Meeting

Year 11 Academic
Review Week
17
Yr. 11 & 12
Parent/Teacher
evening
24

Thursday

Friday

P&C Working Bee
14/5
20
Athletics Carnival

May

5A

May/
June

6B

23
Yrs. 9 & 10
Half Yearly
Assessments &
Exams
30

June

7A

6

7

8

June

8B

13
Queens Birthday
Public Holiday

15

16
Formal Assembly
- Achievement

17
P&C Working Bee
18/6

June

9A

20
YR 11 Hospitality
Work Placement 1

14
Year 10 Half Yearly
Academic Review
Week
21
Zone Althletics
Carnival

22

23
Variety Night

28

29

30

24
Regional Cross
Country
English Excursion
11 & 12
Timber & Wood
Excursion
1

Yrs 7 & 10
Parent/Teacher
Evening
Grade Winter Sport
ends

Vaccinations
World Of Maths
Yrs 7 & 8

P & C Meeting
June/
July

10B

27
Year 10 Work
Experience

10

Year 8R Tanken
Last Day Term 2

