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Variety Night 2016
By: Emma Hollomon

Reiby Road
Hunters Hill
New South Wales

@HuntersHillHS

Variety Night is a highlight of
Hunters Hill High School’s calendar and this
year was not exception with Ms Simpson
taking the reins from Ms Brierty (who is now
a mummy to baby Malya!).
In the lead up to the special night,
the Student Representative Council (SRC)
had a beautiful brainchild—to run a special
mufti day to raise funds for the Creative and
Performing Arts (CAPA) Faculty and to promote the evening. So on June 15th students
were encouraged to wear a t-shirt of their
favourite band, musician, artist etc. On the
day the SRC hosted students in the Phil Daniels Pavilion in an acoustic jam session at
lunchtime, which encouraged students from
across year groups to make music together.
Special thanks to Ms Scenna, Ms Sutton and
Mr Sanchez for supporting the cause and
helping us out on the day.
We managed to raise over $300 for
CAPA and it went towards improving the
equipment for our performers for Variety
Night.

The big day finally arrived on June
23rd and the school came together to show
off all our talented students. The night commenced with a “mini-Vivid” display curated
by Jake Jamieson to accompany the yummy
BBQ supplied by the always supportive P &
C.
The night was hosted by Year 12
students, Hannah O’Loughlin and Zach
Scesny - they did a great job! There were
some beautiful musical,, dance and theatrical
performances by a range of talented students, including one Matt Hollomon (School
Captian… never heard of him) on piano,
Nadiyah Akbar and her breathtaking dance
performance and Fergus Marshall’s unforgettable interpretation (of Noel Fielding’s
interpretation) of Kate Bush’s adaptation of
“Wuthering Heights”. Stunning!
It was a wonderful night, one that
always brings the community together. On
behalf of all the students involved, I would
like to thank Ms. Simpson for taking on
such a task and making sure we all had beautiful memories of a fun-filled night.

Poetry

By: Year 11 ESL Students
The Year 11 ESL class studied Australian novel “By the River” by Steven Herrick. It is a story of Harry and his life
growing up in a small country town; Harry suffers tremendous loss when his young sweetheart is lost in a flood.
Students wrote a love poem from the perspective of Harry to Linda.
LINDA
Remember the day you gave to me the flower?
I thought I would give you one back one day.
But I didn’t.
You knocked quietly.
So quiet I did not hear, but I knew.
The sun on your green dress and your long
chocolate brown hair.
You have become my memory—my life.
Yes, there were many things that I did not do.
When I think back to that image… brown eyes
with little bits of black.
I hardly know what the last words were from
your pink lips.
Heaven is a place too nearby.
I hope I can find you someday.
Oh Linda. Let’s go back to the start.

LINDA
Oh my little beauty, you shine so pure.
Your eyes are like amber and rubies
dance on your face.
Obsidian makes your hair and diamonds
form your body.
I want to protect you.
Oh my dear lovely, you laugh and smile.
You are sweeter than honey
and your laughter is like music.
Oh my holy angel, you are truly my ideal.
Can we go and play together?
Enjoy the book you are reading?
Appreciate the picture you are drawing?
Create the future you are dreaming.
Linda, you are all my thinking.
- Zhi Ling

- Haonan Lin

Coming to Australia -

By: Year 11 English as a Second Language
“When I first came to Australia I had been
told I was to meet my homestay family at
the McDonalds at Sydney airport. When I
got off the plane I just started following
the people walking in front of me, I did
not look around. I thought the McDonalds would be outside the airport. I went
to the park near the airport and still could
not see the McDonalds. I asked some people, “Excuse me, do you know where the
McDonalds is located?” The people answered “In the city.” At that time I did
not know where the city was so I asked
some other people where the McDonalds
is and they answered, “In the city”…. It
took me so long to carry all my bags back
to the airport in the middle of an Australian summer. I was wearing a padded jacket
and was feeling very uncomfortable. When
I got back to the airport I looked to the
left. OMG! There was a McDonalds. I was
so tired and a little bit crazy, but now
when I think about it I think it is so funny.” - Anonymous
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LINDA
The girl with long dark hair
Bought those cakes she made
And like an angel
Took away my nightmare.
Beautiful brown eyes
‘wink when wrong’ in class eyes
Dancing like butterflies
Keep the morning fun.
As sweet as caramel
Almost makes me melt.
She wants to be the ‘Queen of the
Surf’
She dreams of rafting
Enjoying her dreams
Is my favourite thing to do.
After school
I want to keep the time
Talk about the future
Forever.
- Shiqi Li

“I came to Australia nearly two years ago.
When I came to Sydney I was amazed with so
many birds everywhere. My social life in Australia started on a day when I went to the State
Library of NSW for the first time with my
cousin. I could not understand one word the
librarian said. Later I went to Chatswood IEC
to study English. The first term was very hard
for me. But as time went by I gained many valuable experiences. I communicate much better
with the people around me.” - Anonymous

What’s On...
——Early Bird
Breakfast Club
every
Friday morning
at
8:15am-8:45am
in Room 210.
——Beyond the Bell
every
Monday afternoon
at
3:15pm - 4:30pm
in the library.
——Eat Your Words
every
Thursday morning
at
8:15am
in Room 211.
______

ART GA

ERY

“Robot Girl”
by Imogen Coyle (Year 8)

“Untitled”
by Millie Cole (Year 7)

“Baymax—Big Hero 6”
by Sasha Curdie (Year 8)

“Art has always been a passion of
mine and seeing amazing artworks
at school inspires me to try even
harder.
My art for this homework was inspired by a picture I saw on the Internet. I decided to go with more of a
girl than a robot because drawing
robots is out of my comfort zone.
Thus creating an image with which I
am very happy.”

“I love doing art as a hobby because I can
draw whatever I want, but I also love it at
school because I learn many different techniques and styles. Art comes in many different forms and I am interested in all of them.
I drew this self portrait for an assignment at
school, but I also did it because it gives me
and other people a chance to express themselves in a unique way.
This drawing is a reflection of my hopes,
dreams and personality—there is evidence of
this in the vision board in the background.”

“Art and drawing are not things I take too
seriously, but it is always a bit of fun when
we get these assignments in class. I drew
“Baymax” for my robot artwork with the
sun setting in the background because he is
the type of robot who cares for others when
they’re hurt… I thought that this background suited him—like he was looking
over everyone and protecting them. I used
coloured pencil for his armour and pencil
shavings rubbed into the paper for the more
pastel background.”

Racism, it stops with us!
By: Jacob O’Loughlin and Nikkita Terry
In early Term 3, the SRC
plan to work with Mr Skinner, the
ARCO (Anti-Racism Contact Officer), in establishing an anti-racism
campaign at Hunters Hill High
School. We discussed the fact that
while our school is an inclusive and
supportive community there is always room for a collective consciousness to ensure that we are
creating a better future for
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everyone. We also talked about the fact
that often racism is unintentional and
that it is a lack of understanding that
results in really hurting people we care
about.
The “Racism: It Stops with
Me” campaign is an initiative of the
Australian Human Rights Commission
and it aims to: ensure more Australians
recognise that racism is unacceptable in
our community, give more Australians

the tools and resources to take practical
action and empower individuals and
organisations to prevent and respond
effectively to racism.
The SRC hopes to run a poster
design competition, in which students
would incorporate a symbol or logo that
encapsulates “Racism: It Stops With
Us”. The competition would be held
later in the year and prizes would be
awarded to the best poster designs.
It is important that we take care
of each other and it is important that we
are united. Racism: It Stops with Us.
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In 2015 HSC English prescription texts changed to
make way for the new Area of Study: Discovery. For
the HSC English as a Second Language class students
participated in a concept building task: ‘Humans of
Hunters Hill’. Like Humans of New York, students interviewed and photographed their subjects to find
out a story that helped shape the person over time.

The aim was three-fold,: to break down perceived
barriers, improve listening and writing skills and to
discover new stories within the school community—
to “shine a light” on the beauty and wonder that is
around us everyday.
Thank you for sharing your stories.

Wilson Aragon-Delaney —
Year 7
“My grandfather was a famous artist – Edd
Aragon. He used to work for the Sydney Morning
Herald and did that for a few years—he also
established a really cool UV art exhibition.
He was a creative man who was always thinking
about his next project. He was caring and gentle.
Before his passing he gave drawing lessons
because he wanted to pass on the passion for art. He
passed away at the end of last year. Red was his
favourite colour—so in honour of his memory I
decided to dye my hair red.”

Mr Skinner —
Teacher
“I come from a family of teachers. Both my parents have recently retired after long careers in public
education. I have several aunts, uncles and cousins
who are also teachers. I decided to become a teacher
so that I could work with History and contribute to a
community.
Outside of teaching, I pretend to be a musician.
I play and write music with friends. We’ve been working on heavy metal projects together for about four
years. It’s a time consuming hobby, but it’s more than
worth it. Music has always kept me focussed and it’s
been at the centre of my life for many years, from my
own school days to adulthood.”

Hannah Ottewill—
(Year 8)
“On the day I was born I was taken away almost immediately
because my kidneys weren't working properly. It was pretty
serious. I have had countless operation between the time I was
born and when I was 4 years old. I don't remember much of
that time because it was so long ago, but I really appreciate
being happy and healthy now — and not being in and out of
hospital all the time.”

