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DATES TO REMEMBER
February 20

February 21

P&C Meeting

P&C Welcome Drinks – 5pm
Year 7 Information Evening – 6pm

February 24

February 25 (Saturday)

School Clean-up Day

OPEN DAY – 12 – 3PM

March 1

March 8

Zone Swimming Carnival

Welcome Assembly
Year 10 Parent Information Evening

March 9

March 11 (Saturday)

Hands on Science

GATS Testing – Year 7, 2018

March 13

March 17

Year 12 Parent Elevate Seminars

Regional Swimming Carnival

March 20

March 22

Year 12 Half Yearly Exams Begin
P&C Meeting

Vaccinations

HHHS P&C UNIFORM SHOP
Tuesday 8.00am - 9.00am
Thursday 8.00am - 9.00am
During School Terms
K Block First Floor - uniformshhhs@gmail.com
Please see the new Price List on the HHHS website (Updated as at 1 September, 2016)

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Welcome to the new academic year and to this bumper issue of our newsletter. Figtree's
publication and distribution coincides with P&C meetings which are held twice a term. Our
newsletter, which complements other school community communication, is a great way to
learn about your school community as well as staff, student and parent news and
achievements. To ensure that your knowledge is current and comprehensive, over the
coming weeks, browse through the informative contributions in this newsletter; also, check
that the school has your current contact details, so you can access school community news
throughout the year.
The closing weeks of last year featured great celebratory occasions including Year 10
Special Assembly, Presentation Day, Sports Presentation, P&C Christmas Drinks and Year 6
into 7 Orientation Day as well as the release of our impressive HSC results. Whilst I'm very
proud of all our 2016 HSC students who worked hard and achieved their personal best,
BOSTES All Rounder, Beth Hopkins and our high achievers deserve special mention. I
encourage you to read the analysis of these results and Beth's wonderful reflective piece
included in this newsletter.
As I indicated in my Principal's address at the 2016 Presentation Day, to ensure all student
achievement is maximised within our school community, teachers and students work within
our school community's Learning Framework. At Hunters Hill High School, all students are safe,
respectful, active learners. Dip into Ms Chiew Meldrum's piece in this newsletter to learn more
about the school's 2017 priorities and come along to this month's P&C meeting. At this P&C
meeting, you will have the opportunity to meet the school's Executive and have input into
P&C funding requests.
To assist all students to achieve their personal best, the school has a number of additional
initiatives which we have launched this year. Our Head Teacher Student Engagement Ruth
Simpson has included outlines of these programs; I encourage you to read about these
initiatives.
Several weeks into the new school year and we have our 2017 priorities and programs in
place; welcomed our students: new and returning; enjoyed a very successful Year 7
Orientation Program and Camp and delivered our Year 11 Information Evening which was
very well attended by both parents and students. This week, I look forward to our first P&C
meeting, P&C Welcome Drinks and Year 7 Information Evening and, of course, our annual
Open Day. Whilst all teachers, many students and parents make this a wonderful day for our
visitors and prospective families, I encourage your promotion of, and participation in, this
very festive and informative day.
Until next newsletter.

Judith M. Felton

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

NSW SECONDARY PRINCIPALS’ COUNCIL Inc.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

MEDIA RELEASE

30 January 2017
Adrian Piccoli leaves an important school funding legacy
The NSW Secondary Principals’ Council (SPC) is the professional body representing Principals of government
schools and colleges in NSW that have secondary school enrolments. The Council works closely with senior
officials from the NSW Department of Education and the NSW Education Minister and provides advice on
matters relating to public secondary education in NSW.
The NSW SPC would like to publically acknowledge the outstanding contribution made by the outgoing NSW
Education Minister, Adrian Piccoli. The NSW SPC President, Chris Presland, said that Mr. Piccoli demonstrated
a genuine passion and interest in the work being done in schools:
“Adrian Piccoli consulted widely, was always prepared to listen to a variety of stakeholders and showed a strong
commitment to formulating policy based on facts and evidence. However most significantly, Mr. Piccoli also
understood the complex operational environment of schools and the importance of actually talking to and seeking
advice and data from teachers and principals.”
Mr. Presland said that Mr. Piccoli’s commitment to the Gonski model of school funding would also be an
enduring legacy of his time as Education Minister:
“Mr. Piccoli should be very proud of the work he has done over the past 6 years as Education Minister in areas
such as rural and remote education, the literacy and numeracy action plan and raising the status of teaching as a
profession. However, it is the stance Mr. Piccoli has taken on Gonski funding that is perhaps his most
commendable legacy. NSW was the first state to sign the Gonski agreement in 2013 and this important milestone
reflects Mr. Piccoli’s genuine commitment to supporting needs based funding. Mr. Piccoli is to be congratulated
for his ongoing advocacy in supporting the full implementation of the Gonski funding agreement.”
Mr. Presland also welcomed the new Education Minister, Rob Stokes, to the portfolio:
“The NSW SPC looks forward to working closely with Minister Stokes in the coming months as we continue to
advocate for the full implementation of the Gonski funding agreement. 2017 will be a watershed moment in the
history of school funding in Australia. This is a wonderful opportunity for Minister Stokes to build his own legacy
by securing an evidence based funding model which will enhance the educational opportunities for all NSW school
students.”

Chris Presland
President, NSW Secondary Principals’ Council

__________________________________________________________________________________________

PO Box K252,
Haymarket NSW 1240

P: +61 2 9514 9078

www.nswspc.org.au
ABN 69 183 368 075

P&C Report
The P&C extends a warm welcome to all families at Hunters Hill High School, particularly the
new Year 7 families and others who are joining the school community this year. Please join us
for Welcome Drinks at 5pm Tuesday 21st February prior to the Year 7 information evening
which commences at 6pm.
With the recent hot weather, it is fortunate that the P&C funded sunshade and airconditioning have been installed to make conditions more comfortable for students and
staff. We aim to fund further improvements to the school in 2017, so please feel free to make
suggestions which will be considered at the AGM next month.
P&C meetings are held on the third Monday of each month during term time at 7pm in the
staff common room and are preceded by tea and coffee from 6.30pm so that parents and
staff have a chance to chat before the meeting. There is usually a presentation from one or
more of the teaching or executive staff on a subject of interest, followed by a short business
meeting. The first meeting for the year will be held on Monday, 20 February 2017, and the
Annual General meeting will take place on Monday, 20 March 2017. I look forward to seeing
many of you there.

Margaret Schnitzler
President, Hunters Hill High School P&C Association

Environment Committee Report – November 2016
A working bee was held on Saturday 19th November 2016. We weeded inside K
Block as well as clearing some small Privet trees and other weeds along the
perimeter fence past K Block. Plenty of work to do in that area in the future. We
have left the remains of the weeds and branches there to compost over summer.
Thank you to those attending - David Frith, Simon and Sue Hirst, Peter Hughes, Bee
Mahoney and their 2 children. (Charlie Hughes Year 8)
Simon Hirst has volunteered to take on the role of co-ordinator for 2017. I have
passed on the keys to Simon and he will contact the P & C regarding next years
working bees. I have attached a photo of the baton (key to the taps) changing
hands.
No expenditure.
Neil Hopkins – P&C Environment Committee

Extra-Curricular Music, 2017
Students are invited to join any of the following ensembles at Hunters Hill High School. As a
member of the group, students will be expected to attend rehearsals as well as practise
repertoire each week. Being part of a school ensemble is a great way to mix with students from other
grades, participate in camps, concerts and workshops and represent the school whilst building
performance skills. Each ensemble has a fee which covers the cost of professional tutors, music and repairs.
Students are able to lock their instruments in a secure storeroom during the day; however, there is an ample
supply of Guitars and Percussion instruments that may be used by students in those ensembles. We are
excited to announce that a Guitar ensemble has commenced this year. A team of dedicated parents
manage the accounts, rolls and communications under the supervision of Jennifer Sibley, Head Teacher
CAPA.
Group
Strings
Violin, Viola, Cello,
Bass
Guitars
New ensemble.
Instruments
available at school
Percussion
Drums, Various
Percussion
Concert Band
Woodwind, Brass,
Percussion,
Saxophones
Stage Band
Brass Percussion

Day and Tutor
Monday
Colin Tripolone

Time
7.20-8.30

Location
Theatrette

Commence
Monday 6th
February

Tuesday
Shane Flew

7.20-8.30

Room 103

Tuesday 7th
February

Wednesday
Robert Oetomo

7.20-8.30

Room 103

Wednesday 8th
February

Thursday
Jo Arnott

7.20-8.30

Theatrette

Thursday 2nd
February

Thursday
Claire Vowell
Thursday
Stephan Schafer

7.20-8.30

Room 103

3.30-4.30

Theatrette

Thursday 2nd
February
Thursday 2nd
February

Extra-Curricular Dance, 2017
Our Dance groups are open to boys and girls and no prior experience is required. Dance
fees pay for dance clothing/costumes and professional tutors. Our Dance groups have
represented the school at the Opera House, Art exhibitions, external competitions and
numerous school concerts and assemblies. Delphine Davies is the Dance Coordinator. For further details,
please contact Jennifer Sibley, Head Teacher CAPA.
Group
Jazz

Day
Wednesday

Time
7.30-8.30

Hip Hop

Friday

7.30-8.30

Location
Performance
Space below the
hall
Performance
Space below the
hall

Commence
Wednesday 1st
February
Friday 3rd February

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------If you would like further information, please return this slip with a contact phone number or email to the
CAPA department.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

HUNTERS HILL HIGH SCHOOL

HSC 2016 Results

From the Principal – Ms J.M. Felton

ATARs

Our school community is very proud of our 2016
HSC cohort of 92 students for their impressive
achievements in their Higher School Certificate. These
fine young men and women are a credit to their
families and to their school.

Beth Hopkins achieved the highest ATAR at Hunters
Hill High School with an impressive 96.9. This
indicates that she achieved in the top 3.1% of all
students in the state.

Hunters Hill High School achieved a number of
outstanding results. Congratulations to the students
who were included in the BOSTES All Rounders List
and the Distinguished Achievers List.
Our teachers’ commitment and expertise enabled
our HSC students to achieve their personal best.
The partnerships we enjoy with our students and
their parents strengthens student engagement and
achievement.
Hunters Hill High School is committed to ensuring a
high quality of education for all our students.

ATAR*

Number of Students

95+

3

90+

6

85+

9

80+

12

* These ATARs were reported to the school from students. As
the school does not receive ATAR information directly, this list is
incomplete.

All Rounders
HUNTERS HILL HIGH SCHOOL
Reiby Road, Hunters Hill / (02) 9817 4565
email: huntershd-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au
web: www.huntershd-h.schools.nsw.edu.au
Follow us on twitter @HuntersHillHS
download: Hunters Hill High Skoolbag App

Hunters Hill High School would like to congratulate
Beth Hopkins who made the BOSTES All Rounders
Achievers List. This list honours those students
who achieved a result in the highest band (Band 6
or Band E4) in 10 or more units of courses in their
pattern of study. This is a remarkable achievement.

Distinguished Achievers
Hunters Hill High School had 40
mentions on the BOSTES Distinguished
Achievers List for students receiving 90%
or above in one or more of their HSC
subjects (including Extension subjects).
The following students have been
acknowledged:
Elisabeth Agee, Sebastian Calero, Samuel
Chalkley, Christallo Dimos, Stephen
Fredericks, Tallulah Gunn, Harrison
Hansford, Matthew Hollomon, Beth

Hopkins, Jessica Irish, Jake Jamieson,
Max Jones, Bogdan Koldunenko, Ruairi
Malcolm, Murray Paish, Alice Perkes,
Nanako Reza, Yanick Steger, Emily
Stephens, Jody Thompson, Ramon Tovar,
Isabella Van Gelder and Yukang (Connie)
Zhang

Band 5 and 6 Achievers
40% of the 2 Unit courses studied at
Hunters Hill High School achieved a result
in the top two bands (Band 5 and Band 6).
Beth Hopkins

Outstanding 2 Unit Course Performance
Percentage of
Band 6 Results
HHHS

Percentage of
Band 6 Results
State

Percentage
of Band 5 & 6
Results HHHS

Ancient History

12%

8%

35%

Biology

10%

9%

30%

Chinese Background Speakers

25%

14%

50%

Drama

25%

14%

75%

English Advanced

8%

15%

50%

Industrial Technology

11%

7%

44%

Italian Beginners

100%

15%

100%

Legal Studies

6%

12%

35%

Mathematics Advanced

9%

23%

39%

Mathematics General

12%

5%

30%

Modern History

5%

9%

21%

Music 1

30%

18%

80%

PDHPE

29%

11%

71%

Senior Science

10%

6%

50%

Society and Culture

18%

14%

59%

Ukranian Continuers

100%

80%

100%

Visual Arts

24%

14%

76%

Course

Extension Courses
Course

Percentage
Bands E3 & E4
HHHS

English Extension 1

75%

History Extension

80%

Mathematics Extension 1

63%

Mathematics Extension 2

67%

Highlights
Elisabeth Agee
Design and Technology project
displayed in Shape 2016
Sebastian Calero
Visual Arts artwork displayed in
Art Express
Nanako Reza
Nomination for Art Express
Nadiyah Akbar
Nomination for Callback for Dance

ATAR: 96.6
Band 6: Advanced English, General
Mathematics, Biology, PDHPE, Legal
Studies
2017: Attending University of
Sydney to undertake a degree in
International and Global Studies and
considering a career in the political
world.

Christallo Dimos
ATAR: 95.95
Band 6: Ancient History
2017: Attending UNSW to study Civil
Engineering with Architecture

Nanako Reza
ATAR: 95.3
2017: Attending University of Sydney
to undertake a degree in Architecture

Max Jones
ATAR: 94.5
Band 6: Ancient History, Society and
Culture, Modern History
E4: Extension History
2017: Gap year for travel and then
attending University of Sydney to
undertake a degree in Economics

Jody Thompson
ATAR: 93.5
Band 6: Visual Art, Italian Beginners
2017: Gap year of work and travel,
and is applying to National Art
School

Alice Perkes
ATAR: 93.3
Band 6: Advanced English, PDHPE,
Biology, General Maths
2017: Attending University of
Technology Sydney to undertake a
Nursing degree and looks forward
to volunteering for Doctors Without
Borders

Beth Hopkins - 2016 HSC ‘All Rounder’ from Hunters Hill
High School

Looking back on it now, the HSC was hardly the gruelling, never-ending torture it’s talked up
to be. Although it’s undoubtedly a stressful journey, the memories you make along the way
and the deep sense of accomplishment when it’s all over make up for the less than
enjoyable aspects.
The subjects I did in my HSC were Advanced English, General Mathematics, Biology, PDH/PE
and Legal Studies. I made the decision to complete the minimum of 10 units, as I felt that I
would benefit from dedicating as much time possible to the least number of subjects
possible.
At the beginning, I remember wanting to be as organised and prepared as possible. I had
colour coordinated folders for each subject; an abundance of post-it notes and highlighters;
weekly planners, and more pens than one person should ever need. I would also spend an
unnecessary amount of time watching ATAR reaction videos on YouTube as a source of
motivation. Did they help? Probably not, but they sure were a fun way to trick myself into
thinking I was studying!
For me, the most challenging part of the HSC was the trial exams. These were our first threehour-long exams, and they definitely put our dedication and focus to the test. It’s certainly
true when people say that the trial exams are harder than the actual HSC exams. Having to
complete replicas of the HSC exams in a crammed, stressful 2-week period without the
month-long study break you get before final exams was a struggle. However, the trial exams
were the best way to prepare us, and allowed room for mistakes that could have caused a
lot of grief in the final exams.
Towards the end of the year, knowing that the HSC exams were approaching and closer
than ever was a daunting feeling. At times, it was a challenge to maintain motivation and
continue dedicating time and effort to schoolwork. I found that I could use the stress I was
experiencing to my advantage. It motivated me to work hard, study, and achieve my goals.
However, I always took the time to keep my stress at a manageable level and make sure the
pressure didn’t get to me. Down time was just as important as study time. I would reward
myself every time after I finished a difficult essay, assessment or study block by settling down
on the couch with a bar of chocolate to watch a movie. This routine gave me something to
work for and helped me to remain calm and relaxed. This kept me going until the exam
period was finally over.

Checking my results was a strange experience for me, as I’d literally just landed back in
Sydney after a trip to South Korea. In my dazed, jet-lagged state, I opened that dreaded text
message from BOSTES. I only had a moment to glance at my results before a border security
officer scolded me for using my phone in the immigration line. Achieving Band 6 in each of
my subjects and making the BOSTES All Rounders Achievers List was an amazing feeling. It
certainly made all the studying and hard work worth it.
While it’s important to put in the hard yards if you want to achieve your goals in the HSC, I
found that it was equally important to spend time with friends and family, and maintain a
relaxed approach. Having a balance between social activities, studying and work allowed
me to maintain motivation and avoid overworking myself. Regular study breaks are
important, and I found that walking my dog between study blocks helped keep me sane. It’s
also important to find a study technique that works for you, and understand that efficient,
consistent study trumps last-minute cramming any day.
The HSC created a sense of closeness among our year group, and I took comfort in knowing
that all of us were going through the same thing. I wouldn't have been able to achieve my
results without the support from the school and my teachers. The individualised learning
environment of Hunters Hill High School and the partnerships I formed with my teachers in my
final year allowed me to work to the best of my ability and feel supported and encouraged
through the whole journey.
My advice to all current and future year 12 students: set your own goals, work hard, and
enjoy the ride, because it’ll be over before you know it. Despite the inevitable stress, hours of
studying, and sleepless nights, Year 12 was one of the best years of my life.

Makayla Ward - Aboriginal Student of the Year
Hunters Hill High School would like to congratulate
Makayla Ward for being recognised as a nominee
for Aboriginal Student of the Year by the NSW
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, the Hon Leslie
Williams MP. Makayla was presented with a
certificate acknowledging her achievements at
the school’s annual Presentation Day by Mr
Anthony Roberts, Member for Lane Cove. Makayla
also received an academic award, recognising
her successes in the classroom in 2016.
Makayla was first nominated by her Year Advisor
Mr Wade for her outstanding achievements in
Touch Football, representing her community,
region and state. Makayla has also been
acknowledged for her citizenship and academic
excellence at Hunters Hill High School. Makayla will
be an SRC representative in 2017.

Adam Skinner
Year 10 Year Advisor

Deputy Principal Report
Staff Professional Learning

The last two days of Term 4, 2016 and the first day of Term 1, 2017 were dedicated days to staff
development. Whilst some of that time was allocated to mandatory training including CPR and
anaphylaxis, the majority of these days was spent on sessions specifically planned for and aligned to
our school plan and strategic directions. A considerable amount of time, effort and money went into
the planning of these days by the leadership team to ensure that the learning undertaken by staff
was high quality, relevant and measurable. All teachers engaged in these sessions over those staff
development days and will continue to participate in professional learning throughout the year via
our Professional Learning Framework, which is also strongly aligned to our school plan and strategic
directions.

What areas are we focusing on?

Whilst there are many areas an individual teacher may professionally develop, one of our whole
school targets is to Maximise Student Engagement. We are aiming to add value to all of our students
– students of all abilities. Whilst evaluation of our 2016 data highlighted the areas in which we added
exceptional value, there were areas identified where improvements are necessary if we are to
achieve our target of adding value to all students. As a result, we have developed and begun the
implementation of the Learning Framework at Hunters Hill High. We hope to communicate our
progress as we embed this framework across and into our school community, but more importantly
we hope you will see the results and the positive impact this will have on your children at Hunters Hill
High.

Launching in 2017








Learning Framework
Wellbeing Framework
More explicit Professional Development Framework (PDF)
Professional Learning Framework
Literacy Program (Years 7,8 & 9)- run through library study periods, English and Year 9 Elective
Inspire Program- program for disengaged boys in years 8,9 and 10
Triple A

All supported by our new HT Student Engagement and Achievement, Ms Ruth Simpson.

What is the Wellbeing Framework?

If you attended the last P&C meeting, you would be aware that, in conjunction with the Learning
Framework, we are developing and implementing our Wellbeing Framework. In schools that excel,
there is a strategic and planned approach to support the cognitive, emotional, social, physical and
spiritual wellbeing of all students. We believe we have a strong Learning and Support Team
dedicated to, and successful in supporting our students. We want to ensure we are not only
supporting but also further developing student wellbeing and involving parents. This is the aim of this
framework and it will be published in the near future.

How do we monitor our progress?

There are quite a few ways we monitor our progress, but one of the most valid and meaningful ways
is through the collection of data. The following list details the data we collect throughout the year
and evaluate:
 Tell Them from Me Survey (TTFM) - a survey created by the Department of Education (DoE)for
students, parents and teachers. It provides feedback on our classroom effectiveness.
 School Excellence Framework Self-Assessment - this is a self-assessment made by the school
against a DoE framework in which we report in our Annual School Report. Every 5 years, we
are externally validated to ensure our self-assessments are accurate and valid. We
successfully completed External Validation in 2016.



Faculty Reviews - in 2017 we will be reviewing the Maths and TAS/PDHPE faculties. This
involves gathering and evaluating documentation and feedback from students, parents and





teachers as well as reporting on the strengths and weaknesses of individual faculties with the
school.
Student Specific Focus Groups
DoE Community and Engagement Project; Hunters Hill High School parents, Partner Primary
School parents and members of the community have been surveyed
External Data- including HSC, NAPLAN and the School Excellence Framework Data (which
provides data such as the value we are adding to students through our teaching,
attendance data, etc.)

2017 Teaching Targets for these specific initiatives

When we capture the data in 2017 we will be aiming for:
1. Value add data for both 7-9 and 10-12 to be above state average
2. All HSC subjects to achieve results at or above the state average
3. TTFM survey indicates an improvement in our classroom effectiveness across the school
We regularly communicate our surveys to parents through our normal communication outlets
including the Figtree, school website and Skoolbag App so look out for them. We encourage as
many parents as possible to take the 5-10 minutes required to complete them. Your particular
experiences and feedback is important to us!
Our first survey is available! We will be reviewing the Maths Faculty this term, and our parent survey is
already open for parents to complete. Go to the school website and click on the link or go to the
following:
https://goo.gl/forms/ICctUk45LzdAvkcA3

Reinforcing our Learning Framework

Every newsletter we will be reinforcing our core values and focussing on a particular expectation as
a way to embed our learning framework across our school community.

Our core values are Safe, Respectful and Active Learners.
Within the classroom and the school, Hunters Hill High has policies regarding the
use of mobiles and electronic devices. The decision was made previously that
students are allowed to use text messaging during recess and lunches ONLY
and that phone calls, incoming or outbound, are strictly forbidden at other
times. It serves a reminder to both parents and students that phone calls, even
at recess and lunches are not allowed. Messaging within class is against the
school’s value of being an ‘active learner’ as it distracts from engaging in
classroom lessons. In the case of an emergency, parents should contact the
school on ph. 9817 4565. Thank you for your ongoing support.

Michelle Chiew-Meldrum
R/Deputy Principal

Back with a Bang!
On a high from last year’s fantastic HSC results, Hunters Hill High School is striving to ensure our
students continue experiencing success in the classroom. The beginning of 2017 brings with it
the establishment of high expectations, a culture of endeavour and the implementation of
our Learning Framework that will support the engagement and achievement of all students.
We spent much of our Staff Development Day focusing on the implementation of the
framework and upskilling our team to ensure a seamless rollout of support structures
throughout the school. Additionally, the start of the academic year will see the establishment
of several student focused initiatives across the school.
Learning Framework: The implementation of Hunters Hill High School’s learning framework will
create consistency across faculties with regard to lesson structure, student expectations,
academic rigour, teacher feedback and classroom routines. The framework outlines key
competencies necessary for our school to continue building a culture of excellence. We
make no apologies for our expectation that all students strive for their potential every lesson
of every day.
The Learning Framework is structured around three core values:
1. Safe
2. Respectful
3. Active learners
These values, and what they mean, have been published in all of our classrooms. Year
Advisors will present an introductory lesson to ensure our community understands the
framework and how it applies to them. Our values will also be present in the physical
landscape of our school. We are committed to publishing signage around the school that
outlines what being a ‘safe, respectful, active learner’ looks like in different locations and
situations.
Inspire Program: In an effort to insist upon the best of all our students the Inspire Program has
been established. Two of our teachers, Michael Neild and Jonathan Larter, will work
collaboratively with Stage 4 and 5 students to help them reflect on their learning and take
steps to challenge themselves further. Students involved with Inspire will be supported to
achieve learning outcomes through mentoring, targeted teacher support, additional parent
communication and focus group activities.
Aspiring Aspirational Achievers: It seems only natural that as our inaugural naviGATE cohort
embark on their preliminary studies, we establish a group of students who are focused on
future HSC and ATAR success. We are looking to support the learning of students, in both
Year 11 and 12, who want to ‘raise the bar’ and who appreciate the significant value of
education on young lives. Through the establishment of a student group (Triple A) we will be
working as a school to ensure the success of every student who is striving for the stars.
In the first few weeks of term students will be asked to reflect upon their learning and selfnominate for this group. Simultaneously, teachers have been given the opportunity to
nominate the quiet achievers among us, who will also be given an invitation. Our ‘Triple A’
students will be invigorated to challenge themselves through additional learning
opportunities, extension activities and targeted teacher direction. We hold high hopes for
our future HSC results and want to ensure we give our students every opportunity for success.
What can you do at home? It is essential that students establish positive study habits at the
beginning of the year. If there is room in your home, set aside a space designated to school
work that is free of distractions. As a family, decide on a television free hour or two
(depending on age) that is assigned solely to homework and revision. To make sure this
period is used productively, set a specific time limit on each task and come back when it
should be completed. Also, please check your child’s diary weekly, if not daily! Teachers are
committed to entering assessment and homework tasks into student diaries, so try to look
through your child’s diary in the afternoon to see if there really is “no homework.” Finally,
contact us if there is a problem. A parent’s best initial contact is the Year Advisor, who, whilst
being amazing humans, may not be able to solve the world’s problems but they will point
you in the right direction.

Ruth Simpson
Head Teacher Student Engagement and Achievement

Deputy Principal Report
Welcome to the 2017 School Year. I extend a special welcome to all the families new to the HHHS
Community.
It has been a very busy start to the year, welcoming 120 Year 7 Students and facilitating their Orientation
Week Program. Orientation week was a huge success, with many positive reports from Year 7 students and
families. Congratulations to Year 7 Advisor Ms Ria Lenard for her unwavering enthusiasm and tireless efforts
ensuring an effective transition for our new students. I’m looking forward to joining Year 7 on their Camp
from 13th - 15th February.
Our Year 7 Orientation program has encompassed many highlights. Such highlights include presentations
from community members such as Police Liaison Officers, Youth Psychologists, Teaching and Learning
experts as well as a visit by the Wests Tigers as part of their Community & Respect Program. I also
commend our Wonderful Year 11 Peer Support Leaders for their assistance throughout the program.
Hunters Hill High School extends a warm welcome to many new teachers, joining us in 2017. Welcome to
Ms Payne (English), Ms Sadh, Dr Shen & Ms Labrie (Maths), Ms Staines (Science) Mr Errington (Teacher
Librarian), Mr Anicic & Ms Leong (HSIE), Mr Spotswood & Mr Neild (PDHPE). We welcome you to our
growing school and look forward to your involvement in our school community.
I remind families to keep up-to-date with all the events happening at Hunters Hill High School. Remember
to follow us on Twitter, ‘Like’ us on Facebook, download the HHHS Skoolbag App and visit our website.
Please also spread the word that Open Day 2017 will take place on Saturday 25 th February from 12 noon –
3pm.
During the Christmas Holiday period infrastructure improvements took place throughout the school. The
school used the break and our DoE funded maintenance budget to make big improvements to our
assembly area. New concrete surfaces, additional bench seating around our large figtree and rerendering of the western face of K Block, has this area looking much more visibly appealing. This project
was completed for day 1 2017, costing $65,000 (funded by the Department of Education).
The school has already embarked upon other facility improvement projects for 2017, which I will detail in
upcoming Figtrees. Initial planning and quoting has commenced for more air-conditioning, upgrades to
classrooms, painting and construction work.
I remind all families that Hunters Hill High School has a 7 – 12 BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) program. All
relevant information can be found under the ‘our school’ tab on the school website. I encourage all
students to access their Student Portal, use their Google Apps account and download the free software
offered to all NSW secondary students. I am happy to assist students requiring any ICT support.
I wish Year 11 the best, as they embark on their Preliminary and HSC journey. I wish to reinforce my
message of ‘stepping up’ your efforts and responsibilities. As leaders of HHHS, we expect you to always
uphold values of our school and Public Education. We expect that you will be exemplary role models for
our junior students and work to the best of your ability to achieve the best outcomes for your future.
I’m looking forward to an exciting and progressive 2017.

Josh Gane
R/Deputy Principal (Years 7, 9 & 11)

WHO IS WHO
of Hunters Hill High School
MR JOSHUA GANE
In 2009 and 2012 I led groups of HHHS
Students on Humanitarian and Conservation
missions to Thailand - truly amazing
experiences with outstanding student
representatives. Coaching school teams is
always a highlight. In particular, winning State
Rugby Tens Tournaments in 2008 and 2010.
School Camps are always a highlight. I have
many great memories from Duke of Edinburgh
expeditions, Band Tours, Ski Trips, Achievers
Camps and Year 7 Camps.
Professionally, I feel very lucky to work at our
wonderful school. I’m passionate about my job
and the strengths of Public Education.

My name is Josh Gane and I hold the
role of R/Deputy Principal. As a
Deputy, I oversee much of the day-today operations of the school. In
particular, I supervise the odd number
year groups (Years 7, 9 and 11) as well
as our CAPA, PE, TAS and Learning
Support Faculties and School
Administrative Support Staff.

‘I’m passionate
about my job and
the strengths of
Public Education.’

I started teaching at Tomaree High School in
2005, during my final year of study at
Newcastle University. In 2006, I began
teaching at Hunters Hill High School. 2017 will
be my 12th year at our beautiful school.
Included in my role are the responsibilities of
Computer Coordinator, Building Assets
Manager, Finance and Teacher Professional
Learning Committee Member, and organiser of
many extra-curricular activities. Some of these
activities include the annual Ski Trip and
Achievers Camp, as well as coaching our
Rugby League and Union Teams.
Hunters

Personally, I’m very passionate about sport,
particularly Rugby League (supporting
Parramatta), Rugby Union, Cricket, Golf and
Fishing. I love music as most people will attest.
I’ve always got a favourite album or Triple J
playlist playing in my office. I also enjoy riding
my motorcycle over the
weekend.
I’m very happy and
content in my current role
as Deputy Principal. I
hope to work in
Education throughout my
career and continue to
assist young people in achieving their
potential. One day I’d like to be a High School
Principal.
Working with amazing young people with
infectious enthusiasm and huge potential is
what I value most about being an educator;
also, seeing young people thrive, develop and
achieve despite barriers throughout their time
at HHHS. Working, coaching and interacting
with passionate and driven teachers and
students is what inspires me to work hard
everyday.

Hill High School prides itself on the dedication of professional, experienced and caring
teachers and staff who are committed to the individualised learning and wellbeing of every child.

SCHOOL UNIFORM
Students at Hunters Hill High School are expected to wear the school uniform correctly at all
times while in school, travelling to and from school and while representing the school. As part
of Workplace Health and Safety legislation it is a requirement for all students on site to wear
appropriate protective footwear in areas such as Science labs, workshops, kitchens and
other areas. Students are not to wear their PE uniforms to school, even on sports days, but
instead should bring their PE uniforms in their bags to change into at school at the
appropriate time. Specific details of our uniform are available on our website at
http://www.huntershd-h.schools.nsw.edu.au/uniform
THE ADVANTAGES OF A SCHOOL UNIFORM
A school uniform  Creates a Sense of belonging and community and encourages students to take pride
in their school
 Reinforces an Academic Setting and studies have shown that this can have a
positive impact on students’ academic results
 Promotes equality by reducing status symbol issues
 Can save parents money as students do not have to provide a multitude of different
clothes so their children have a different outfit each day
 Can save students time in the morning as they do not have to decide what to wear
 Provides appropriate attire so that students are ready to participate in all school
activities
 Is preparation for formal and corporate attire in the workplace
 Is also important as our school is judged by the community on our uniform standards
UNIFORM INFRINGEMENT CONSEQUENCES
We have created a new policy designed to improve the wearing of our uniform. Parents are
asked to please support us in this regard.
Students who are unable to come to school dressed in full school uniform for a valid reason
need to bring a dated note from parents stating the reason and length of time they will be
without full uniform. They need to hand this note to their roll call teacher who will check
uniforms each day. Students without a note will receive a recess or lunch Playground Duty
detention. Students out of full school uniform will be given a red Uniform Pass. This signifies to
other teachers that the student’s lack of uniform has been dealt with, and students will need
to produce the Uniform Pass to any teacher when asked. If students arrive late to school,
they can get a Uniform Pass from their Period 1 teacher. Please note that failure to complete
detentions will result in further disciplinary action.

Here is a reminder of acceptable uniform at Hunters Hill High School

UNIFORM SHOP NEWS
We have had a few enquiries, so thought it best to outline the simple ordering system should
you or child not be able to come into the uniform shop:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Download the order form from the School website or the Skool Bag APP.
Complete the order form and send to uniformshhhs@gmail.com
Please ensure that CC and contact details are fully completed.
IF you are not happy to insert your credit card details, then unfortunately you will
need to come into the shop OR have your child call you when the goods are
purchased. ALL CC details are destroyed after processing the payment.

Please note that we DO NOT accept AMEX, Diners or cheques.

REMINDER - OPENING HOURS are 8am - 9am TUESDAY and THURSDAY
LOST PROPERTY: All lost items are now being bought to the uniform shop. If the child's

name is written on the item, then we will take it to Student Reception and your child will be
called to the office to collect. If the name is not written on the item, then WE WILL sell as
second hand at the shop. We do encourage all students to write their name on the item
purchased prior to leaving the Uniform Shop. All proceeds go back to the P&C and therefore
to the school.

VOLUNTEERS: If you can spare an hour or two per term, between the hours of 8am - 9am

on a Tuesday or Thursday and would like to join our volunteer list, we would love to hear from
you. No experience necessary.
Any queries at any time can be directed to our e-mail address - uniformshhhs@gmail.com
Thank-you,

Christine & Lillian
Uniform Shop Co-Ordinators

Assessment Schedule Spreadsheet - Year 7 & 8
Dear Parents and Guardians of Year 7 & 8 Students
In an attempt to assist families negotiate assessment tasks, HHHS has compiled the
following Assessment Schedule Spreadsheet.
This spreadsheet lists all Assessment Task due dates for Year 7 & 8 students throughout
Term 1 2017.
The spreadsheet is also available now from our school website under the 'Subject Areas' tab
and as a news item.
I hope you find this assessment schedule useful.
Please note, as this spreadsheet is completed on a Google Form, I recommend accessing via
the Google Chrome Browser, not Internet Explorer.
Year 7 & 8 Term 3 Assessment Schedule: http://bit.ly/yr7_8assessmentsterm12017
Kind regards,
Mr Joshua Gane
R/Deputy Principal
Hunters Hill High School
Reiby Road, Hunters Hill, NSW 2110
ph. 02 98174565
fax. 02 98163297
tweet.@HuntersHillHS
web. http://www.huntershd-h.schools.nsw.edu.au/

Year 12 Parents – Elevate Education Seminar
Throughout 2017, Year 12 students will be participating in a range of school-funded seminars
by Elevate Education. These seminars will assist your children in their studies throughout the
year and in their preparation for the Higher School Certificate Examinations. The first of these
seminars, booked for Monday of Week 4, will address study skills and time management.
In order to further reinforce the content of these seminars, parents of Year 12 students are
invited to participate in Elevate Education’s Parent Seminar. This event will occur on Monday,
13th March, 6-7pm, in the Staff Common Room at Hunters Hill High School. Please copy the
link https://goo.gl/Yekh3f into your internet browser and enter the information required in
order to RSVP by the 7th March.
Further information regarding the seminars has been provided to all Year 12 students.

Ben Neilsen
Year 12 Advisor

SCHOOL NEWS
Year 9 - 2017
I am delighted to welcome you and your children back to Year 9 at Hunters Hill High School. I
trust you had a good break and enjoyed the summer holiday. I am looking forward to a
productive partnership with you to ensure our children can achieve their highest potential.
We recognise that in order to be successful in school, our children need support from both
the home and school. We know a strong partnership with you will make a great difference to
your child’s education. As partners, we share the responsibility for our children’s success and
want you to know that we will do our very best to carry out our responsibilities. We ask that
you guide and support your children’s learning by ensuring that they:
1) Attend school daily and arrive on time, ready for the day’s learning experience
2) Complete all homework assignments given by teachers
3) Share school experiences with you so that you are aware of their school life
4) Inform you if they need additional support in any area or subject
I anticipate an exciting year as we collectively strive to foster a culture of learning. I feel
extremely fortunate to be working with such an exceptional group of students, families, and
staff members.
General Information
Please take the time to go through your child’s student diary as it contains information that
you and your child need to know. Please continue signing your child’s diary every Thursday
night. This is a great way to communicate with me and their roll call teachers; also it ensures
that you are aware of homework / assessments tasks. Alternatively for more information,
please use the school website http://www.huntershd-h.schools.nsw.edu.au/ or the
“skoolbag” app on your android phones for information regarding the school calendar,
timetables, excursions and general information.
All uniforms should be purchased from our Uniform Shop which is run by the P&C and stocks
all the necessary clothing items and sizes. Place names on all items. I ask you and your child
to willingly comply with our uniform policy every day; this is part of our home – school
agreement which was entered into at the beginning of Year 7. This makes the day to day
running of the school efficient, focused on learning, progress and success which is our
common goal. The Uniform Shop is open in K Block every Tuesday and Thursday during term
from 8.00 - 9.00a.m. Alternatively, please feel free to email the uniform shop:
uniformshhhs@gmail.com
Numeracy centre – The Numeracy Centre operates from Room 408 four lunchtimes a week
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. The Numeracy Centre is staffed by a Maths
Teacher. Students can attend to seek help when they are having difficulties to do their
homework when they know they will not have time to complete it at home, study for
upcoming Maths exams or need help with an assessment task. Additionally, if students miss a
maths test due to absence, they should attend the Numeracy Centre on their return to
complete the test. Students are to bring their lunch.
Beyond the Bell - Mondays from 3:15pm – 4.30pm in the Library
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call me.

Belinda Woolford
Year 9 Advisor

English Report
English is very pleased with the HSC results achieved in 2016 and we look forward to capitalising on the
gains made moving into 2017.
Last year, our focus was to maximise student performance in examinations by explicitly teaching
examination technique and timing, as well as aiming to deliver quality and timely feedback to students
on how to improve throughout the drafting process and following formal assessment tasks. Our results
reflect our efforts in these two areas.
Students achieved strong results in English Advanced, with Beth Hopkins, Christallo Dimos and Alice
Perkes attaining a Band 6. We are very pleased with the performance of students overall, as 50% of
students attained a result in the top two bands. Thank you to Mr Walkom who taught the class and took
the time to run holiday workshops and attend the Monday and Wednesday lunchtime revision sessions
that occurred in Term 3.
Once again, we have achieved strong results in English Standard with students achieving final marks
significantly above state average. Students were 15% above state average in Band 5. Additionally, 75%
of students received a mark of 70 or above. Ms Barwick and Mr McIntyre are to be commended on
their commitment to the students, running 1-1 tutoring sessions at recess and lunch to ensure that each
student was given additional support to achieve their personal best.
English as a Second Language is a course where we have seen significant progress and Ms Austin is to
be commended on her tireless efforts, working to support students who often live far away from home.
One of our key targets for 2016 in ESL is to ensure that students attain a result above Band 3, not only
are we very pleased to see all students achieving this, but three students attained a Band 5 with Abigail
Aguilar attaining a mark of 89.
Overall, English has accomplished some strong results and I thank the teachers for the time and care
they put in to helping each student reach their personal best. Moving forward, we aim to utilise our in
depth analysis of the RAP (Results Analysis Package) data to identify areas of strength and areas of
improvement, so that we can continue to grow our professional practice and deliver quality programs
at HSC level.
English is also bracing itself for some exciting changes to the HSC course in 2018. Throughout this year
teachers will not only dedicate time to their current programs, but we will also be working busily in the
background to develop new programs for the implementation of the Stage 6 National Curriculum in
2018. I am looking forward to seeing the new syllabus which promises depth over breadth.
There are many other interesting changes occurring in education. From 2020, all Year 12 students in
NSW must reach a minimum standard in numeracy and literacy to receive an HSC. This means students
undertaking Year 9 in 2017 will be the first students expected to meet the minimum standard. In order to
meet this challenge, English teachers at Hunters Hill High school have scrutinised and revitalised our
Year 7-9 programs, so that students are given the best opportunity to demonstrate the minimum
standard in their NAPLAN tests. Additional courses and support for Year 9 and 10 students who are
identified at risk of not demonstrating the minimum standard by the end of Year 10 are also being
offered at Hunters Hill High School. The school has also made strategic decisions regarding the targeted
teaching of literacy in Year 7 and 9 through library lessons where we will reinforce, not only the
fundamentals of language, but also a love of literature and reading.
We are looking forward to working with students and their families to help motivate and challenge
students to achieve at their highest possible level.
If you have any questions please feel free to contact me, Elena Goulousis, Head Teacher English.
Kind regards and all the best for 2017.

Elena Goulousis
Head Teacher English

Maths Matters
The Mathematics Faculty would like to welcome students and parents to another rewarding year of
Mathematics learning at Hunters Hill High School. Our faculty includes Ms Ria Lenard, Ms Nadine Wild,
Dr Anne Shen, Ms Lucy Kim, Ms Jenny Labrie, Ms Shefali Sadh, myself as well as Ms Susan Turnbull,
who is relieving in a Deputy role this year. Some of our goals for this year include improving
mathematical problem solving skills in students, making mathematics engaging and relevant, and
developing cross-curricular projects involving maths.
HSC 2016 RESULTS: We would like to congratulate the 2016 Year 12 cohort on their outstanding HSC
results. In General Mathematics 12% of our students achieved a Band 6 compared with only 5% of
the State and 30% achieved a result in the top two bands. In Mathematics 9% of our students
achieved a Band 6, and 39% achieved either a Band 5 or Band 6. In Mathematics Extension 1 63% of
students achieved a result in the top two bands, and in Mathematics Extension 2, 67% achieved a
result in the top two bands. These achievements are a continuation of the trend of improving results
we have seen over the last three years.
ORGANISATION: Students are asked to have two exercise books for Mathematics this year. One is for
reference (theory) and the other is for class and homework. By having separate books, students will
find it easier to consult their reference notes when it comes to revising for exams. Students will also
need a display folder in which they can store topic tests, exams and assignments. In addition, a
Scientific Calculator is essential and should be brought to every lesson. These may be purchased
from the school canteen.
TEXTBOOKS: Students will be issued with a Maths textbook during the next few weeks. Unfortunately,
some students have not yet returned their textbooks from last year which leaves us short for this
year’s group. Students who have not returned textbooks from previous years will not be issued with a
textbook this year until the book has been returned or paid for, if it has been misplaced. Please talk
to your child about taking care of their textbooks, as they are expensive, and costs will be incurred
for damaged or lost books. Students may opt to have a digital version if they wish.
HOMEWORK: Just as practising a musical instrument is necessary for mastery, so too is practising
Mathematics. Homework enables students to apply what they have learnt in class to questions to
increase fluency, cement conceptual understanding, and practise their problem solving skills.
Students will be given Maths homework in most lessons (despite what they may say!). We understand
that there may occasionally be circumstances where they are unable to complete the homework
on a given day. If this is the case, please write a note to the class teacher saying by when the
homework will be completed.
NUMERACY CENTRE: The Numeracy Centre (Room 408) is open Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday lunchtimes and is staffed by a Maths teacher who is available to help students in a relaxed
and friendly atmosphere. Students are encouraged to attend to seek help with any difficulties they
may have with their Maths work, to complete their Maths homework if they are unable to do so at
home, and to revise for exams. Students may eat their lunch in the Numeracy Centre while they
work. Additionally, if students are absent for a class test or exam, they should report to the Numeracy
Centre on the first day of their return to school to complete the test.
YEAR 9 AND YEAR 10: In the NSW Stage 5 Mathematics syllabus for the Australian Curriculum as
published by The Board of Studies, Teaching and Educational Standards NSW (BOSTES) there are
three distinct levels of content, these being Stage 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3 (in increasing difficulty,
respectively). Year 9 and Year 10 classes are graded in Mathematics but students will have the
opportunity to move between the levels, depending on their performance in assessments and
reports by their class teacher. Students are encouraged to work hard to achieve their personal best
in Mathematics.

Ben Neilsen
R/Head Teacher Mathematics

SCIENCE
HSC RESULTS: The 2016 Science HSC results highlight that our students are choosing the
appropriate Science subject courses that suit their capabilities; and that we are also helping
students achieve the higher bands. Most students achieve in Bands 5, 4 and 3; however, this
year we saw an improvement with Band 6 results in Biology and Senior Science. Our aim this
year is to improve on these results. We will continue to implement teaching strategies that will
maximise the learning and improve individual student achievement. Good luck to all the
students sitting a Science subject in their HSC in 2017.
Congratulations to the following students who received excellent marks in the HSC:
Chemistry – 10 students completed the HSC Course. Four students were awarded a Band 5
(Christallo Dimos, Harrison Hansford, Ruairi Malcolm and Fergus Marshall).
Biology – 20 students completed this course. Two students were awarded a Band 6 (Alice
Perkes, Beth Hopkins) and four students received a Band 5 (Emily Stephens, Alysha Durrant,
Matthew Holloman and Nanako Reza.)
Physics – 13 students completed the HSC Course. One student was awarded a Band 5
(Christallo Dimos).
Senior Science – 10 students completed the HSC Course. We received one Band 6 (Raman Tovar)
and four Band 5’s (Symeon Despinidis, Rohan Mudaliar, Declan Trainor and Lachlan Whalley).
SCIENCE 2017: Science has had a big start to the academic year with our current staff
members Belinda Woolford (Relieving Head Teacher), Snezana Bernardi, Vinita Jain, Robert
Bruce, David Aubusson and Julia Riviera (Girls Advisor) all returning after a well-deserved
break. I would like to extend a very warm welcome to Dianne Staines to the Science faculty;
Dianne will be with the department for 2017 replacing Annie Johnson whilst she is on leave.
Science always has high student participation and success in the state wide competitions. In
Term 2, we have our “Big Science Competition” for all students from Years 7-12, as well as the
“Titration Competition” for Preliminary and HSC Chemistry students. In 2016, Hunters Hill High
results were excellent with most students who entered achieving a credit, distinction or high
distinction. Impressively, our Year 11 Titration team made it to Nationals. This was a great
achievement considering they had only just started titrating. We look forward to what they
can achieve in 2017 now they are a little more experienced.
As we begin 2017, we aim to facilitate the goals of our students across the board. We hope
to enhance the learning of Science by having stronger communication with parents
regarding what the students are learning in Science through the school website, Figtree
newsletter, personal phone calls and parent teacher conferences. And finally, we will
commit to building our own individual capacities as teachers and educators to help achieve
both our faculty and school strategic milestones.
HANDS ON SCIENCE: During Term 1, on the 9th March our Science Department will be running
a “Hands On” experiment day with our partner primary schools and potential candidates for
Year 7 2018. This is an excellent opportunity for us to showcase the wonderful things we do in
Science as well as the exceptional resources we have, including our modern laboratories. It is
also an opportunity for these potential students to get a glimpse of what High School is all
about and begin their transition from Primary to High School.
SCIENCE TEXTBOOK POLICY FOR SENIORS: In Science, we issue electronic versions of textbooks
for Year 11 Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Senior Science to enable us to access, more
readily, the hard copy versions of textbooks in the classroom. We issue a hard copy to every
Year 12 student as well as use various textbooks in the classroom. Textbooks are issued
through the school library.

We strongly encourage students to purchase their own copy of a textbook, many of which are
available from past students, through second hand books stores and websites. Any of the
textbooks listed below have the relevant coursework for our Science subjects. We will also
endeavour to re-sell any new textbooks purchased by students second hand the following
year.

Textbooks

Biology

Heinemann Biology Preliminary

Heinemann Biology HSC

Biology in Focus- Preliminary

Biology in Focus- HSC

Spotlight Biology- Preliminary

Spotlight Biology- HSC
Physics

Jacaranda Physics 1- Preliminary

Jacaranda Physics 2- HSC

Physics in Focus 1- Preliminary

Physics in Focus 2- HSC

Spotlight Physics- Preliminary

Spotlight Physics- HSC

Chemistry

Conquering Chemistry- Preliminary

Conquering Chemistry- HSC

Chemistry Contexts 1- Preliminary

Chemistry Contexts 2- HSC

Jacaranda Chemistry 1- Preliminary

Jacaranda Chemistry 2- HSC

Spotlight Chemistry- Preliminary

Spotlight Chemistry- HSC
Senior Science

Heinemann Senior Science- Preliminary

Heinemann Senior Science- HSC

Spotlight Senior Science- Preliminary

Spotlight Senior Science- HSC

JUNIOR TEXTBOOKS: We do not issue textbooks to Years 7-10 students but regularly use class
sets of” Science Essentials, Science Focus and Core Science”.

Belinda Woolford
R/Head Teacher Science

International Student Program - 2016 Audit
The results are in! During Term 3 2016, Hunters Hill High School was selected to host a
compliance visit for the maintenance of our International Student Program. This process is
completed by the Department of Education’s International Student Centre in a number of
schools over the term, before results are compiled and distributed to schools late in Term 4.
Because they are studying in Australia, without the immediate support of family, the
international students have a number of additional procedures attached to their enrolment.
We were asked to show evidence of being in compliance with the relevant regulations. The
audit itself serves two functions; firstly, it maintains our position within the Department of
Education as a school that enrols international students; secondly, it contributes to the
Department of Education’s registration within the ESOS Act (Education Services for Overseas
Students) – Federal Government Act.
The overall result of the audit was that our school was found to be ‘compliant’. In two points,
we were deemed to be ‘highly compliant’ - both student support services and intervention
strategies. The team who went through our evidence was very complimentary about our
decisions to employ Emily Neems, a Mandarin speaking teacher, to communicate with
families, and the additional programs we run to support International students such as study
days, ESL, Beyond the Bell, IS roll call and additional tutoring.
A number of people are heavily involved in the support structures that wrap around our now
flourishing International student community. Jessica Austin, Louis McIntyre, Michael Murphy,
Martha Maroon, Emily Neems and Jessica DeSantis all contribute to the successful transition
programs offered by our school. The improved results that our International students are now
achieving are a credit to such a strong team.

Ruth Simpson
International Student Coordinator

TAS and PDHPE Report
TAS: Hello parents and welcome to TAS 2017. The TAS faculty would like to welcome some
new staff Ms Vanessa Hunt, Mr Jonathan Larter, and Ms Jo Avery Williams.

Once again the TAS faculty achieved above state average in all its subjects, Industrial
Technology Furniture, Design and Technology, Construction and Hospitality. The faculty
would like to congratulate the students of 2016 for their outstanding HSC results with a special
mention to Yanick Steger for an outstanding piece of Furniture and Elisabeth Agee who was
nominated for the Powerhouse Museum Designtec exhibition. Elisabeth’s work can be seen
currently on display at the Powerhouse Museum.
The TAS faculty is undergoing some subject changes and re-setting expectations with
students this year. Students in Year 7 and 8 over the next two years will be exposed to
Woodwork, Metalwork, Textiles, Food Technology, Graphics and STEM. We look forward to
using new technology in the department with the students using 3D printing and laser
cutting. Our STEM based unit, which will develop Coding knowledge and Engineering
concepts, is a new course at Hunters Hill High school. This unit will help encourage your child
to undertake our Engineering pathway through the subject in Year 9-10.
All students will be required to bring to each class a pen, pencil, eraser and plastic sleeve
folder to store their work. If your child presents to class without these learning tools, please
expect contact from the classroom teacher or Head Teacher if the situation becomes
persistent.
As Hunters Hill High school requires parents to pay subject fees, the TAS department will not
allow any student who hasn’t paid fees to take their work home. So to reduce
disappointment for your child please pay all subject fees ASAP; or, contact the school if
finances are an issue.
Shortly, all design projects, time frames and assessment tasks will be found on our school
webpage. If at any stage you have a question, please feel free to communicate through
your student’s diary or by calling Warren Pickles through the school.

PDHPE: The Hunters Hill High school PDHPE subject performed outstandingly in 2016 in the
HSC results. With thirty percent of the class achieving Band 6 and seventy-one percent
achieving either a Band 5 or 6. Thank you to Mr Wade who prepared the students for this
outstanding result.

The PDHPE department would like to thank Mr Wade for his time and efforts at Hunters Hill
High and we wish him the best of luck in his new career. We would also like to welcome Mr
Geoff Spotswood as our new Sports Co-ordinator. Mr Spotswood comes to us with an
outstanding knowledge of sport co-ordination and we look forward to some inspiring actions
and results.

Warren Pickles
R/Head Teacher TAS and PDHPE

Don't Be Late!
Hunters Hill High School Bell Times
Morning Warning Bells - 8.30am & 8.44am
Assembly/Roll Call Bell - 8.48am

LOTE Japanese
At Hunters Hill High our students are fortunate to enjoy some very rewarding incursions
and excursions every year. These experiences enhance the communicative and cultural
outcomes of the students’ language studies.

Tanken Centre: All our Year 8 students and Elective Japanese classes are given the
opportunity to visit the ‘Nihongo Tanken Centre’ (Japanese Immersion Centre) as part of
their language studies. We are incredibly lucky to be able to go to the Tanken Centre, at
Kirrawee High School, only a short bus ride away. The Tanken Centre is a unique resource
- a purpose built, traditional Japanese house designed for educational purposes. The
dedicated staff creates programs specifically designed for each visiting group and
students can experience culture through the language used in the Centre. The students
also enjoy a delicious Japanese obentoo lunch in the traditional garden. The children
have a lot of fun and really appreciate this wonderful experience with their language
skills rising to the challenges provided by this unique experience.

Taking Tea: Students in our elective classes are given the chance to experience
something rare and precious. Year 9 and 10 Elective students have the opportunity to
take part in a traditional Japanese tea ceremony, held in the specially constructed
tearoom at the Art Gallery of NSW. A revered tea teacher, who has taught tea for many
decades, conducts these wonderful classes and the children also take a tour of the
Asian section of the Art Gallery.

Japan Culture Day: Our Year 7 students are not forgotten in the planning of our
experiences. Each year Pam Sensei visits us for this amazing day. All our Year Seven
students are given the treat of preparing and eating their own Japanese ‘yakisoba’
lunch and learning some very useful phrases along the way. The lunch is followed by
traditional Japanese games. Our Year Nine students also get involved and do some
cooking or calligraphy.

Clare Talbot
Language Teacher

How we communicate with Families – stay in touch with HHHS
1) School Website http://www.huntershd-h.schools.nsw.edu.au/

2) Twitter
Download Twitter from your
App Store (search Twitter)

Create an account, search
and follow @HuntersHillHS

Open Twitter and read all
our updates and notifications

3) Skoolbag App (phone & tablet)
Search ‘Hunters Hill High School’
at your App store (iphone, android,
windows) Download to your phone

Select ‘Allow Notifications’
+ Alert

Allow notifications,
Open settings,
notifications

Select HHHS from App list

Never miss an alert/event, view our calendar, explain student absences,
access student timetables + much more

4) Email
Email are distributed to all families. Daily attendance notifications
are emailed each day approx. 10am.
Make sure your details are up-to-date with school reception.
Phone, email or use our App to update any contact details.

5) Facebook
Starting in 2017, HHHS has a Facebook Page.
Search ‘Hunters Hill High School’ and ‘Like’ our page.
Weekly updates, important information
and highlights will be regularly posted.
Share our posts and spread the word of
the great things happening at HHHS.

“BEYOND THE BELL”
Mondays from 3:15pm – 4:30pm
in the Library
“Beyond the Bell” provides a positive
study environment for students and promotes effective time management
and organisation.
AFTERNOON TEA PROVIDED!
All students are welcome to attend!
This homework club is run and supervised
by Hunters Hill High School teachers…
and is FREE to Hunters Hill High School students.
IMPORTANT: Please complete the necessary permission note and return to
student administration.

Hunters Hill High School
2017 Calendar
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TERM 1
Month

Week

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

January

1A

School Holidays

School Holidays

School Holidays

Australia Day

27
School Development
Day

January /
February

2B

30
Year 7, 11& 12
Return
Year 7 Orientation
Program

31
Year 8, 9 & 10
Return
Year 7 Orientation
Program

1

2

3

Year 7 Orientation
Program
Faculty Meeting

Year 7 Orientation
Program

Year 7 Orientation
Program

February

3A

6

7

8

9
Year 11 Information
Evening (6pm)

10
HSC Drama Excursion

February

4B

13
Year 7 Camp

14
Year 7 Camp

15
Year 7 Camp

16
Swimming Carnival

17
School Photos
P&C Working Bee 18/2

February

5A

20
Year 11 Progress
Reports due

21
P&C Welcome Drinks
(5pm)

22

23

24
School Clean-up Day
Open Day 25/2
12 - 3pm

P&C Meeting

Year 7 Information
Evening (6pm)

February /
March

6B

27

28

1
Zone Swimming
Carnival

2

3

March

7A

6

7

8
Welcome Assembly

9
Hands on Science

10
GATS Testing 11/3/17

Year 10 Parent
Information Evening

March

8B

13
Year 12 Parent
Elevate Seminars

14

15

16
Year 9 “Kindness
Project”

17
Regional Swimming
Carnival

March

9A

20
Year 12 ½ Yearly
Exams

21
Year 12 ½ Yearly
Exams

22
Year 12 ½ Yearly
Exams

23
Year 12 ½ Yearly
Exams

24
Year 12 ½ Yearly
Exams

Vaccinations
P&C Meeting
March

10B

27
Year 12 ½ Yearly
Exams

28
Year 12 ½ Yearly
Exams

29

30
Year 11 ½ Yearly
Exams

31
Year 11 ½ Yearly
Exams

April

11A

3
Year 11 ½ Yearly
Exams

4
Year 11 ½ Yearly
Exams

5
Year 11 ½ Yearly
Exams

6
Year 11 ½ Yearly
Exams

7
Year 11 ½ Yearly
Exams

EMOTIONALLY INTELLIGENT PARENTING

5 SESSION PARENTING COURSE FOR PARENTS OF TEENS
Would you like to learn how to:






Communicate effectively with your teenager?
Understand your teenager?
Help your teenager with emotional intelligence and managing emotions?
Prevent some teenager behaviour problems?
Teach your teenager to deal with conflict?

VENUE: Chatswood Community Health Centre
57 Hercules St, Chatswood
DATES: Wednesdays 1st March – 29th March 2017 (5 sessions)
TIME: 7.00pm – 9.30pm
COST: $150pp
REFRESHMENTS PROVIDED

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL:

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/tuning-in-to-teens-emotionally-intelligent-parenting-tickets-31276930140

PH: 8021 3668

The 5 session course will be facilitated by a qualified Parent Educator from
Child and Adolescent Parenting, Northern Sydney Local Health District

Teaching someone
to drive can be a
happy experience.
You can learn all the simple steps on how to teach a
learner driver at a FREE two hour workshop.
The next workshop in your area will be held:
TIME & DATE:
6.30pm – 8.30pm,
Wednesday
15 March 2017

VENUE:
Regis Hall,
Regis Campus
(Junior Site),

St Ignatius’ College,
Riverview Street,
Riverview

Helping learner drivers
become safe drivers

BOOK NOW:
Council’s Road
Safety Officer
on 9911 3576

CONTACT US
Reiby Road, Hunters Hill NSW 2110
PH: 9817 4565 / 9817 4785 Fax: 9816 3297
Email: huntershd-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au
Web: www.huntershd-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au
Follow us on Twitter @HuntersHill HS

