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Editor’s Note

- Zeynep Erdogmus, 2022 Editor
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Written by
Louise Marchant
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Summer Activities




SOMEWHERE NEW

You can go to a new cafe or a shop
you haven’t been to before, or you
could travel to a new area entirely!
It’s important to discover and try
new things every so often. This can
help brighten up your life. Take a
bus or train and just spend the day
exploring someplace new! This may
just fulfill the very human need for a
good adventure and can help break
you from your normal routine.

Overall, getting outside

and being active during the
summer season is important.
Remember that sometimes
staying home can be fun too,
especially when the weather is
acting up. Ultimately, whether
or not you enjoy your summer
comes down to how willing
you are to make your days
more fun.

Have an amazing summer!
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DAILY WALKS

Fresh air is important for clearing
the mind and calming down,
effectively ensuring a better
mindset. Make sure to go down a
different route sometimes or take
your time to find a new area to
explore, as this can be quite nice.
Just don’t forget your way back
home.

Written by Pasha Kurskiy
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The Wonderful World of
Dungeons and Dragons

PEAYER'S HANDBOOKS

{

DUNGEONS &; DRAGONS®




BUT IT’S FOR NERDS...
RIGHT?

Wrong! This is a common but untrue
stereotype about DnD. In reality, it’s a
game built to be played by a diverse range
of people. Some of the most famous

and well-known people in the world

play D&D. Vin Diesel, Brett Gelman,

and Stephen Colbert are all passionate
players. This stereotype can came from
associating DnD’s imaginative nature
with nerdiness. While it’s mostly depicted
in media as only being played by geeky
losers, this representation ignores the fact
that every person has some creativity in
them, and therefore, they can play. Before
putting D&D into a stereotype, give it a
go and find out what it’s about.

Written by Maxwell Patrick



09

Here’s Hunter

Art by Jasper Pringle
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Norse Mythology

Have you ever heard of Thor, Loki or Odin? Well, they’re not just some
gods made up by Marvel to create entertaining movies. No, theyre very
real! Norse mythology is a religion that was believed by people that lived
in the Scandinavian countries. The gods, mythical creatures, and the
world tree are what make up most of what is known as Norse mythology.

In many other religions, the sun deity is usually represented by a male,
and the moon is represented by a female. These deities, however, are the
opposite. Sol is the goddess of the sun and her brother Mani is the god of
the moon. Both gods are chased through the sky on chariots by wolves.
Eventually, the wolves catch up with Sol and cause Ragnarok.

Norse mythology is also full of mythical creatures like large wolves,
snakes and giants.

Fenrir is a giant wolf that is also one of Loki’s five children. He is one of
the most vicious and fierce creatures in Norse Mythology. In many tales,
Fenrir swallowed Odin and devoured the sun during Ragnarok.

Huginn (meaning thought) and Muninn (meaning mind) are a pair of
ravens that fly around Midgard and bring news and affairs to Odin. Their
daily travels would provide Odin with knowledge of different realms.

This brings us to the last myth of the article; the creation of Earth and

its inhabitants. It is said that Odin and his brothers killed their great-
grandfather and used his flesh to create the start of our world. Ask and
Embla were the first human beings on the earth, created using tree trunks
found on the beach by three gods; Odin and his two brothers, Vili and Ve.

Written by Tess Mahoney
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Cryptozoology

The term “cryptozoology” may be new and
unfamiliar to most, but it is, in fact, something
you have most likely practised before. Have you
ever watched a Bigfoot documentary to kill time?
Or wondered what the Loch Ness Monster could
be? These are examples of cryptozoology.

Cryptozoology is the search or study of animals
whose existence or survival is disputed or
unsubstantiated. These animals are more
commonly known as cryptids.

The Mothman is a tale of a man-moth hybrid
that originated in Point Pleasant, West Virginia,
in 1966. Mothman is described as a black figure
with 10-foot wings and glowing red eyes. The
first account of the Mothman was from two
young couples whose headlights revealed him,
on the road. Over the next few days, many of
the residents of Point Pleasant claimed to have
also seen the Mothman. They also said that his
presence in the town caused strange things to
occur, such as pets going missing and television
sets making odd buzzing noises. Even so, he is
quite docile. There are supposed videos taken
of the Mothman on the internet, and is quite a
popular figure.

The Mothman is an ingrained part of the legacy of
Point Pleasant, and they have erected a statue of
him and even hold an Annual Mothman Festival.
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The Rake is a feral, white-skinned, and hairless humanoid with large
reflective eyes, believed to have been first accounted in 1691, in a mariner’s
log. The first conclusive evidence of it is some witness accounts in the
northeast USA in 2003 that briefly sparked the media’s attention. Then in
2006, a woman claimed her daughter was killed by the Rake, after it broke
into their house and stood at the foot of their bed, watching them. Luckily we
needn’t worry, as all sightings of the Rake are confined to rural New York and
Idaho. It is speculated that the Rake is just an insane, naked man, but this is
yet to be proven.

The Yowie is a cryptid that is native to our own backyard, the Australian
outback. It is described as similar to Bigfoot, tall, hairy and ape-like.
Creatures of similar description appear in Aboriginal Australian legend, and
there are recounts of Yowie all over Australia. Its temperament ranges from
timid and shy to extremely aggressive. Today, there is a statue of the Yowie in
Kilcoy, Queensland.

Although not called cryptids up until recently, alleged sightings and mentions
of cryptids in various forms have existed for hundreds of years and stem from
all corners of the globe.

Written by Ezra Mulder

Art by Paige Diamond
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A Message From:
The School Captains

Our first act as the new school captains was installing basketball nets
within the first week of Term 4, lighting the fires of change with a
physical alteration. Going into 2023, we hope to make more changes
like this to better the school environment for everyone.

A major initiative headed by our Social Justice Leaders, Eliza and
Keira, was the holiday food drive, which aimed to provide necessities
to those in need during the holiday season. By collecting non-
perishables, hygiene items and Christmas decorations, this was a major
success, allowing us to donate a great amount of items to the Salvation
Army. In conjunction with this initiative, we were able to include each
one of you by decorating the tree with the wonderful baubles made in
UMatter.




This term we started our Teacher vs Student
competitions, beginning with a giant chess
battle between Mr Law and Year 12 students
Sebastian and Callan. It was an intense and
long match, attracting a massive crowd and
eventually resulting in a win for the students.
Our next competition was the Year 12 vs
PDHPE Teachers volleyball game. Although
both sides played their best and entertained
the audience with epic rallies, the teachers
ultimately won. There will be plenty more
Teacher vs Student competitions next year
across many different subjects, sports, and

hobbies.

For World Teacher Day, we wanted to

show our appreciation for the support and
knowledge teachers provide us with everyday.
We gathered messages from students and made
these into kindness cards. We then delivered
these cards with a hot cup of coffee for all
teachers and a box of treats for each faculty.
Our teachers work so hard to create engaging
lessons while also arranging excursions, fun
classroom activities, and support services for
us which we are so grateful for.

The SRC plans to continue organising
initiatives and activities throughout the year
to make our school's community more united.
Wed love to hear ideas from you so feel free to
come discuss any thoughts you may have with
any of our leaders!
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Written by
Tahlia Minassian and
Dakshin Karthnik



God of War:
Adapt to Survive




16

And so it layed dead and buried nary an announcement in sight until

E3 2017 when Sony announced a new god of war game. The game was

to be centered around Kratos making a new life and family this time in
nordic myth and, after being released in mid 2018, it went gangbusters.
500 million in gross profit, 5 star reviews from everywhere, but there was
one key theme in all of the reviews: It was different. God of War 2018 was
not only centered around a new kind of myth but whole new playstyles in
general adopting an open world rpg style instead of the earlier level and
quick time action style.

Recently the newest god of war game has been released to even more 5
star reviews but it begs the question, How long until these games become
stale and similar? That is a question Sony has to answer and one I hope
they don't get incorrect.

Written by
Quinn Williams
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REVIEW |
Legendary Pokemon

Written by Caleb Jones




REVIEW |
Minecraft

Written by Mayron
Rubinsztein
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Mythical Creatures




Written by Lucy
Stepanian
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Ancient Greek Stories

THE MOIRAE

Have you ever wondered how human life is truly
created? How long the span of an individual’s life
is? And what happens to these individuals? Well,
in Greek mythology, the Moirae are the three
goddesses of fate. These goddesses are Clotho,
Lachesis and Atropos. The fate of humanity and
gods is woven by these three sisters. No human or
god has the ability to question or influence their
decisions and acts. The youngest out of the three is
Clotho. She is the one who spins the thread of life.

THE THREAD OF LIFE

The thread of life is the lifespan of an individual,
if it is cut, that is the end of an individual’s life.
Clotho is the origin of the creation of life itself,
and she spins her thread to create a human. The
fate of individuals is determined by Lachesis,
the second sister. The third sister, Atropos, is the
one who determines how someone will die. She
cuts the thread of life with her shears. Because
of the sister’s incredible powers, it is said that
they are more powerful than the titans or gods,
or anybody else in Greek mythology. The ruler
of gods, Zeus, is actually intimidated by their
power! Zeus tries his best not to upset the sisters
and tries to stay on their good side.
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APHRODITE

The Greek goddess of love and beauty is the

one and only Aphrodite. The Romans called her
Venus. She was mainly known in association with
love and fertility and occasionally presided over
marriage. Aphrodite was also worshipped as a
goddess of the sea and of seafaring. If you ever

see a dolphin, rose, scallop shell, myrtle, dove,
sparrow, girdle, mirror or swan, you'll know it’s

a symbol of Aphrodite. She was a member of the
Twelve Olympian gods, who lived on Mount
Olympus, which was her home. She is known

for being the most beautiful god out of all the
goddesses, so much so that she even won a contest
for her beauty, called “The Judgment Of Paris™
Like all Greek gods, Aphrodite was powerful and
immortal. Her special ability was love and desire.
She had a special belt that was able to make others
fall in love with its wearer. Other Greek goddesses,
like Hera, would sometimes borrow this belt.
Aphrodite could also make arguing couples fall in
love with each other again. How romantic!

Written by Marnie
Wollaston
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Greek Mythology
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Written by Lily
Sarzentich
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Irish Mythology
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FAIRIES

When someone mentions fairies, most people would think of tiny girls with
flowery shirts, pink skirts, and the most stunning wings you could ever see.
What would you think if I told you that fairies in Irish mythology look very
different? There are many beliefs surrounding what fairies look like, some
beautiful and others wacky. Despite this bold appearance they are known
for being extremely secretive and only really interacting with one another.
They were one of the first tribes to call Ireland their home and were known
as the Tuatha de Dannan. Unfortunately for the fairies, other tribes (such as
the Milesians) moved into Ireland, resulting in many battles taking place- in
which the other tribes came out victorious. Even in their defeat, the fairies
were not driven out of Ireland and are believed to secretly live there to this
very day.

LEPRECHAUNS

Most people may know about the legend of leprechauns. Surprisingly,
though, most people don’t know the history of this small mythical creature.
The whispers of the leprechaun’s tale started around the eighth century
when legends spread about little water-dwellers. They soon became known
as leprechauns, based on the Irish word “luchorpan”, meaning ‘small body.
There are many stories about leprechauns that pique people’s interest. Many
of these stories centre on how leprechauns leave a pot of gold at the end of

a rainbow or how they are symbols of good luck. Leprechauns are known
for being mischievous with multiple tricks up their tiny sleeves. However,

it isn’t just the genie in the lamp that can grant you three wishes. If a
leprechaun is found or caught, they do too. They can also present you with
their treasures in return for their valued freedom. However, be warned; they
are known for their cheekiness after all!

Written by April Madden,
Stephanie Rothery and
Angelina Dimos
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Antiguan Mythology




Written by
Louise
Marchant




Puzzles:
Norse Mythology

Word Search: Norse Gods and Goddesses

« Words can go in any direction.
« Words can share letters by crossing over each other.

WORDS:
Baldr | Bestla | Freja | Heimdallar | Hel | Loki | Odin | Thor | Tyr | Ullr
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Maze: Norse Battleaxe

Puzzles by Maxwell
Patrick
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Puzzles:
Mythological Creatures

ACROSS:

6. A ginormous, Norwegian sea
monster

7. Mischievous creatures that leave
pots of gold at the end of rainbows

8. Beautiful singing spirits that lead
sailors to their deaths

9. A popular Virginian cryptid,
observed as a humanoid with a moth-
like appearance

DOWN:

1. Creatures recognised by their large size
and single eye

2. Short, mischievous spirits often found
in Western folklore

3. Small magical creatures which can be
found in most folklore

4. A humanoid of very large size

5. A large creature with mixed human and
bear traits said to reside in the mountains

Puzzle by Zeynep Erdogmus



Thank you

We would like to end 2022’s last issue with a thanks to the Figleaf
team, and all those who had a hand in the creation and publication of
this issue and the last two. The people in this year’s team were:

Zeynep Erdogmus,
Tess Conroy,
Marnie Wollaston,
Emmy Woods,
Maxwell Patrick,
Jasper Pringle,
Paige Diamond,
Caleb Jones,
Lucy Stepanian,
Sienna Serrao,
Mayron Rubinsztein,
Lily Sarzentich,
Quinn Williams,

Anais Handabak,
Joshua Rottanburg,
Eden Seedsman,
Elijah Armstrong,
Ezra Mulder,
Leonardo Chakma,
Pasha Kurskiy,
Lousie Marchant,
Stephanie Rothery,
April Madden,
Angelia Dimos &
Ms Banerjee






